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Fr Jeremy Writes: 
 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
 
 

From very early times, the Church Fathers 
have seen, in the blood and water flowing 
from the side of Jesus on the cross, a 
symbol of the Church.  From the pierced 
heart of Jesus the water and blood 
symbolise the Sacraments of Baptism and 
the Eucharist, the two principal 
Sacraments on which the Church is 
established.  The heart has long been the 
symbol of human love and affection and so 
the piercing of Jesus’ heart is seen as the 
highest manifestation of his love for us – 
greater love has no one than to lay down 
their life for their friends, Jesus teaches. 
On the cross he died out of love for 
humankind to set us free from sin so that 
we might not die but live for ever with God 
in heaven. 
 
Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
really took flight with Saint John Eudes (d. 
1680), the Founder of our parish sisters, 
and the visions of St Margaret Mary 
Alacoque (d.1690), the Visitation sister 

whose mystical visions of the Sacred Heart led to the establishment of the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart on the Friday after Corpus Christi. In 1856 Pope Pius IX ordered the feast 
to be celebrated throughout the world and his successor, Pope Leo XIII dedicated the 
Catholic world to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Since the feast falls in June, the month of 
June is also dedicated to the Sacred Heart. Inspired by the words of St Margaret Mary, 
“behold the heart which has loved men so greatly but has been given so little love in 
return”, the feast attracted the theme of reparation for human ingratitude towards God as 
well as the triumph of Christ’s boundless love for humankind. 
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When I was growing up we were told in school that every house where an image of the 
Sacred Heart is displayed will always receive the protection and blessing of Jesus, so when 
I was given a plaque of the Sacred Heart for my First Communion I stuck it to the 
headboard of my bed and slept soundly under its protection.  Many houses in Ireland and 
on the continent, in India, the Philippines and beyond have household shrines to the 
Sacred Heart to protect the families who live there. Our lovely new church is a symbol of 
and tribute to the devotion of our parish sisters over a century among us and the work 
they started which has grown and grown and continues to grow to the glory of God. 
 
A Daily Prayer of Offering to the Sacred Heart 
O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer you all my prayers, works, joys, 
and sufferings of this day, for all the intentions of your Sacred Heart, in union with the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world, in reparation for my sins, for the 
intentions of all my relatives and friends, and in particular for the intentions of the Holy 
Father. 
 
Follow Mass with us every Sunday and Weekday on our YouTube channel  
video.waterlooville-catholic.org.uk 
 

Come Back to Church! 
Many thanks to all who have used the church for prayer this week.  We have had visits in 
four days so far, and people have been quite sentimental about how nice it is to be in the 
church again. A reminder of the opening times: 
9am – 12 noon and from 4 – 7pm each day entry to the church will be through the 
garden and by means of the emergency exit into the narthex opposite Our Lady’s Grotto. 
You are also welcome to visit the other churches in the pastoral area whose opening times 
are as follows: 
St Edmund, Horndean: Every day from 10.30am-12 noon and from 5pm-7pm 
St Michael and All Angels, Leigh Park: Every day from 8.30am-4.30pm 
St Joseph, Havant: Every day from 10.30am-6pm 
St Patrick, Hayling Island: Mon, Tues, Fri from 11am-1pm; Thursday from 11am-1pm 
and 4pm-7pm 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Until churches official open for services, Confessions at 
Sacred Heart are by appointment. 
 
TODAY and next Sunday June 28th  we celebrate our TWO Patronal Feasts: THE SACRED 
HEART OF JESUS and Sts PETER & PAUL. Please make every effort to watch so that we 
can at least be together over the ether. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE! 
Churches will not open for Mass until early July. Sunday Mass will then be celebrated in 
church again. The Bad News: Owing to social distancing restrictions there is only room 
for a limited number of people in church, around 75 only in a church designed to hold 
c.400.  For this reason, we will have to adopt a system of first-come-first-served booking 
via an app website until all restrictions are lifted.  Odious and against the grain as this is 
to me, I see no alternative.  The Good News: there is no Sunday obligation in the present 
circumstances so anyone can attend one of the weekday Masses which will recommence 
in the church at that time. As, effectively, every weekday Mass is a Sunday Mass, I will 
only be offering one Mass in the church on Sunday for the time being.  If the need arises 
this will increase. The recorded Sunday Mass will continue for as long as necessary. This 
means that you can join the parish safely for Sunday Mass online at home and then come 
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in to a weekday Mass where you will be able to receive the Eucharist. These arrangements 
are far from ideal but, in the circumstances, we have little choice until social distancing 
rules are finally abolished. Sadly, there’s no telling when that will be. 

 

HELP! 
To manage Sunday Mass efficiently, we are appealing for volunteers to act as ushers.  We 
will need six at any one Mass to manage seating and directing the congregation to receive 
Holy Communion, etc. If you can help, please phone or email me or leave a message.  
Volunteers will receive training and will need to attend a training session next Saturday, 
June 20th at 10.30 at the church (social distancing rules apply). 
The guidelines for the celebration of Sunday Mass are complicated and they will be 
published on the website next week. Guidance will also be given there about weddings, 
baptisms, confessions, first Holy Communions and Confirmation as we begin to emerge 
from lockdown.  There is a confusing amount of information and I will be keeping only the 
essentials for the newsletter.  Let’s hope we can soon return to normal – the ‘old’ normal, 
not the ‘new’.  

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES 
As previously, Mass will be celebrated each day and will be recorded. Masses should appear on YouTube around midday. 

SUNDAY 21st June c. 10.30 am THE PATRONAL SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST 
SACRED HEART OF JESUS 

The People of the Parish 

Monday 22nd June c. 12 noon ST JOHN FISHER & ST THOMAS MORE feast Marion Grehan, RIP 
Tuesday 23rd June c. 12 noon Tuesday, Week 12 in Ordinary Time UCM Intention 
Wednesday 24rd June c. 12 noon THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST, solemnity Private Intention (JD) 
Thursday 25th June c. 12 noon Thursday, Week 12 in Ordinary Time Kathleen Whitfield RIP 
Friday 26th June c. 12 noon Friday, Week 12 in Ordinary Time Wendy Hartnell RIP 
Saturday 27th June c. 12 noon Our Lady on Saturday Private Intention (EF) 
SUNDAY 28th June c.10.30 am Patronal Solemnity of 

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL 
The People of the Parish 

 
AS A PARISH WE ARE LOSING AROUND £5000 A MONTH because 
of the Corona Virus pandemic. 
Can you please think of helping our parish recoup some of the funds 
we are losing by going to the website (waterlooville-catholic.org.uk) 
and clicking on the ‘Give As You Live’ button to donate.  It’s ever so easy 
and it’s fun! Try it – and try it again – and get your family and friends to 
try it – and anyone you can think of – and save us from drowning in 
debt. 
 

 

NEWS FROM ST. PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Walking hand in hand with God to make our world a better place” 
We are delighted to announce that St Peter’s has been recognised for its work with children for 
whom English is an additional language.  The school has achieved a Bronze level EAL 
Excellence Award from EMTAS – the Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement Service. We 
have proven that we meet best practice standards across a range of areas and that the provision 
for pupils learning English as an Additional Language (EAL) is supportive and enables good 
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progress.  Congratulations especially to Miss Atkins who coordinated our 
EAL work with pupils and worked with EMTAS to achieve this 
recognition, and who is already well underway in her work to achieve the 
Silver level award. https://www.blog.stpeterswaterlooville.co.uk/headteacher/     

Mr Richard Cunningham, Headteacher  

 

Alton Day of Renewal (ADoRE) 
Although the usual meetings are suspended till further notice, there will be an ADoRE Online 27th 
June, including livestream Mass, praise and worship and an inspiring talk on witnessing.  For full details 
and how to participate go to www.altonrenewal.com/online.html 
 
Going into Hospital? If you or one of your family is going into hospital please ensure that the Catholic Chaplaincy 
at the hospital is informed so that the inpatient can receive appropriate care. At the moment, access to patients in hospital 
is restricted and the chaplain may be the only person outside the strictly medical staff who can be in contact and who can 
supply the consolation of sacramental and pastoral care to relieve busy ward staff. Your relative will then receive regular 
visits from Fr Daniel or Fr Rob during their stay. You can also stay in touch with the occasional phone call to the ward 
but please be conscious of the workload of staff at this hectic period for front line health personnel. To contact the 
chaplain’s office call 02392 286408 (or through the main switchboard 02392 286000). You can also email at 
chaplaincyservices@porthosp.nhs.uk  
 
EVER BEEN HAD? Another common scam – even before the pandemic – is bogus emails offering 
a 'free voucher' or a fake competition, which usually claim to be from well-known supermarkets and 
household brands. Disgracefully, they've now started to use the term 'Covid-19' to draw victims in. 
These scammers say they are giving you the chance to win free shopping with online vouchers, but in 
reality they want to steal your personal information. NEVER GIVE OUT PERSONAL DETAILS 
ESPECIALLY NOT BANK ACCOUNT INFORMATION 
 

We have launched an emergency appeal for funds, because the 
impact of coronavirus in countries with poor health systems will 
be devastating. Families without enough to eat and without 
access to clean water, living with HIV or in cramped refugee 
camps, will be very vulnerable to coronavirus.  

Our local experts are already helping them to 
 

 Deliver food to where it is needed most. 
 Improve hygiene, handwashing and sanitation at the community and household level. 
 Produce radio messages, posters and leaflets in local languages on risks and prevention. 
 Train community volunteers to carry out awareness campaigns. 

Your donations to support this work are needed now more than ever. Visit www.cafod.org.uk/coronavirus  
  

THE FOODBANK is open for donations or collections on Mondays 9.30 
to 11.30 am and Fridays 12 to 2 pm. If you would like to help financially, 
cheques are payable to: Living Waters Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite 
Close, Wecock, Waterlooville, PO8 9UJ. For bank transfers: Sort code: 
20-69-34; a/c no. 1363803 
 
EMERGENCY HELP FOR STRUGGLING FAMILIES Local families 
struggling before the Corona virus crisis now find themselves in an even more 
critical situation. You can help them by texting 70 905 to donate £5 or by 
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visiting www.wave105.com/appeal. This ‘Cash for Kids’ appeal is sponsored by Wave 105.2 FM. You can also join a 
Facebook group here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105CashforKids/ 
ON A SIMILAR THEME: The parish shop still has a stock of fairly-traded goods for sale.  You may wish to buy some 
items for the vulnerable or, alternatively, donate a sum of money which can be converted into goods to be donated to the 
Foodbank. Please contact Philip Hayllar at philiphayllar@hotmail.com to arrange payment and delivery. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS: 
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew, Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan, Betty 
Groves, Carole Higton, Marion Greeham, Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, Margaret Bush, Boris 
Mayfield, Stephen Condon, Nicola O’Neill, Mary Harrington, Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John DeBattista, Dr 
Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe, Sabine Khan, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert, Ken Ng, Karen Hulme, Mary 
Brown and Theresa Tierney, JP Anglaret. John Sutton. 
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice. 
For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and for the health care personnel who have care of them 
 

SUPPORT FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY CORONAVIRUS ISSUES 
The diocese has set up a prayer and listening service for 
the period of the coronavirus lockdown. Trained DBS 
cleared Prayer Ministers will help and pray with people 
affected by the virus and the effect of the lockdown and 
listen to their story. The service is for people over the age of 
18 and there is special provision for key workers who may 
need to process some of the issues they are experiencing 
on the front line. Here is the link on the diocesan website: 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/prayer-support 
 

 

Marriage Care Volunteers needed: 
Could it be you? ‘The harvest is rich but the labourers are few’ 
Broken relationships are extremely painful and can affect the wider 
family and friends. Marriage Care is a Catholic organisation 
providing marriage preparation and relationship counselling support 
for couples across England and Wales. Our Portsmouth centre is 
looking for someone with experience of team management to support 
our current Head of Centre working with our local team in delivering 
vital relationship support services. If you want to be part of a friendly 
team making a real difference in your community, please enquire. For 
more information you can visit us at: www.marriagecare.org.uk 

 
 
 


