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Fr Jeremy Writes:

Why Pentecost?

Last week I was asking why it was that Jesus waited ten days after his Ascension before he and the Father sent
the Holy Spirit onto the Apostles in the upper room. I mean, it seems a bit unfeeling to leave his friends in an agony of
suspense for this long when he could have sent the Spirit the day after he ascended. So, why Pentecost?
Our Christian heritage grew out of Judaism, the religion of Jesus and his disciples. Easter builds on and takes up Passover
in a Christian way. The most important feast in the Jewish calendar, Passover relives the events of Exodus whereby God
set his people free from their slavery in Egypt so that they could enter the Promised Land. They evaded death by the
blood of a spotless lamb sprinkled on the doorposts of their houses. We all know the story. However, on one fateful
Passover feast, Jesus becomes the spotless lamb whose blood poured out on the wood of the cross sets us, the new People
of God, free from our slavery to sin and death so that we can enter our Promised Land, heaven, and live with God for
ever.
That still doesn’t explain why Pentecost. Pentecost was also a Jewish feast and it was linked to Passover. While
Passover was also a celebration of the barley harvest, Pentecost celebrated the bringing in of the wheat crop. Until these
two feasts had been safely passed, the food supplies for the coming year would not be certain. The crops ripened at
different rates, wheat seven weeks after barley. So there was a period of seven weeks or fifty days (Pentecost means ‘the
fiftieth day’) between the harvests. The alternative name in Hebrew for Pentecost is Shavuot, or the Feast of Weeks,
referring to this period connecting the feasts; only when both had been safely passed would the people’s future be secure.
There was another thing too. Just as Passover had a theological significance as well as an agricultural one, so did
Pentecost. It recalled and celebrated the covenant between God and his people sealed with Moses, their leader, when he
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was given the Law, or the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai. Jesus’ death on the cross and the shedding of his blood
sealed a new covenant between God and us, and it established a new law as the basis of everything: Love. Love of God
and love of neighbour become the founding principle of the law established by Jesus. His death is the greatest act of
selfless love which seals the new covenant between God and his people (us) and becomes the guiding principle for
everything we think and do and say. “What I command you” said Jesus “is to love one another”.
These two feasts then, Passover and Shavuot/Easter and Pentecost, complete what we call the Paschal Mystery,
the sum purpose of Jesus’ coming among us. The work of Jesus in the world would not be complete until Pentecost, not
just for the symbolism, but because at Pentecost Jesus and the Father sent the Holy Spirit onto Jesus’ disciples in that
dramatic way we read about today. Jesus’ followers would not be capable of living out God’s law of love without the
Holy Spirit living in our hearts because, as St Augustine teaches, the Holy Spirit is the love between the Father and the
Son in the Holy Trinity. This means the very love of God now lives in our hearts because God has given us the Holy
Spirit. We can live as ‘other Christs’ because we have received the Holy Spirit. ‘Come, Holy Spirit. Fill the hearts of your
faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love’.
NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES
As previously, Mass will be celebrated each day and will be recorded. Masses should appear on YouTube around midday.
SUNDAY 31st May
Monday 1st June
Tuesday 2nd June
Wednesday 3rd June

c. 10.30 am
c. 12 noon
c. 12 noon
c. 12 noon

Thursday 4th June

c. 12 noon

Friday 5th June
Saturday 6th June

c. 12 noon
c. 12 noon

THE SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST
Monday, Week 9 in Ordinary Time
Tuesday, Week 9 in Ordinary Time
St Charles Lwanga & Companions, memorial
Rosary: The Mysteries of Light
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, Eternal High Priest,
feast
St Boniface, memorial
Our Lady on Saturday

People of the Parish
Bill Bowden, RIP
Amy Collins, RIP
Val Reynolds, RIP
Geoff Tomkins, good estate
John Sutton, good estate
Our School Communities

AS A PARISH WE ARE LOSING AROUND £5000 A MONTH because

of the Corona Virus pandemic.
Can you please think of helping our parish recoup some of the funds
we are losing by going to the website (waterlooville-catholic.org.uk)
and clicking on the ‘Give As You Live’ button to donate. It’s ever so easy
and it’s fun! Try it – and try it again – and get your family and friends to
try it – and anyone you can think of – and save us from drowning in
debt.

NEWS FROM ST. PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
“Walking hand in hand with God to make our world a better place”

In these different times, St Peter’s Catholic Primary School had
a normal provision of a half-term holiday club for pupils, run by
our friends at CM Sports. This local company provides
specialist PE teaching to primary schools across East
Hampshire, as well as running sports coaching clubs and
organising birthday parties outside of schools.
https://www.cm-sports.co.uk/
This half-term club was a little different though, as instead of it
being open to paying customers from a range of local schools
as is usually the case, we had to limit it to just pupils from St
Peter’s, and then only to the children of essential key workers
and vulnerable children. It is always a shame to put limits on
children’s activities, but St Peter’s continues to abide strictly to
Government and Department for Education guidance, and we made sure that we funded this provision for the pupils
and families that needed it.
Looking ahead to 1st June, the staff at St Peter’s have been working hard all through May in anticipation of any sort of
phased return to school. This meant that the classrooms and learning plans were all set up and in place by Friday
22nd May so that all of the school staff could have a proper and well-deserved half term holiday, hence the use of CM
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Sports staff above! Regardless of what announcements or adjustments may
come from the Government about schools over June and July, St Peter’s is
ideally placed to welcome pupils back with open arms and friendly
smiles. Please keep us in your prayers over the coming 8 weeks as we navigate
our way through the second half of the summer term, keeping the best interest
of our pupils at the very heart of everything we do at St Peter’s.

Mr Richard Cunningham, Headteacher
I couldn’t resist this beautiful rainbow cake made by Olivia in Year 4. Art you can eat and enjoy –
while paying tribute to the NHS. It doesn’t get much better. Fr Jeremy

IN MEMORIAM
Please pray for the repose of the soul of AMY COLLINS who died suddenly this week. Amy and husband Terry
will be well known to and loved by many parishioners. Please also keep Terry and the family in your prayers

ROSARY Our celebration of the rosary will continue
this week with the celebration of the Mysteries of
Light. Join in on our YouTube channel, where you find
our Masses, from Wednesday. The Mysteries of Light,
or Luminous Mysteries of the rosary are: 1) The
Baptism of the Lord, 2) the Marriage Feast at Cana, 3)
the Proclamation of the Kingdom, 4) the
Transfiguration and 5) the Institution of the Eucharist
We have launched an emergency appeal for funds, because the
impact of coronavirus in countries with poor health systems will
be devastating. Families without enough to eat and without
access to clean water, living with HIV or in cramped refugee
camps, will be very vulnerable to coronavirus.
Our local experts are already helping them to
 Deliver food to where it is needed most.
 Improve hygiene, handwashing and sanitation at the community and household level.
 Produce radio messages, posters and leaflets in local languages on risks and prevention.
 Train community volunteers to carry out awareness campaigns.
Your donations to support this work are needed now more than ever. Visit www.cafod.org.uk/coronavirus

THE FOODBANK is open for donations or collections on Mondays 9.30
to 11.30 am and Fridays 12 to 2 pm. If you would like to help financially,
cheques are payable to: Living Waters Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite
Close, Wecock, Waterlooville, PO8 9UJ. For bank transfers: Sort code:
20-69-34; a/c no. 1363803

EMERGENCY HELP FOR STRUGGLING FAMILIES Local families
struggling before the Corona virus crisis now find themselves in an even more
critical situation. You can help them by texting 70 905 to donate £5 or by
visiting www.wave105.com/appeal. This ‘Cash for Kids’ appeal is sponsored
by Wave 105.2 FM. You can also join a Facebook group here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105CashforKids/
ON A SIMILAR THEME: The parish shop still has a stock of fairly-traded goods for sale. You may wish to buy some

items for the vulnerable or, alternatively, donate a sum of money which can be converted into goods to be donated to the
Foodbank. Please contact Philip Hayllar at philiphayllar@hotmail.com to arrange payment and delivery.
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS:
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew, Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan, Betty Groves,
Carole Higton, Marion Greeham, Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, Margaret Bush, Boris Mayfield, Stephen
Condon, Nicola O’Neill, Mary Harrington, Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John DeBattista, Dr Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe,
Sabine Khan, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert, Ken Ng, Karen Hulme, Mary Brown and Theresa Tierney, JP Anglaret.
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice.
For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and for the health care personnel who have care of them

SUPPORT FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY CORONAVIRUS ISSUES
The diocese has set up a prayer and listening service for the period of the coronavirus lockdown. Trained DBS cleared
Prayer Ministers will help and pray with people affected by the virus and the effect of the lockdown and listen to their
story. The service is for people over the age of 18 and there is special provision for key workers who may need to process
some of the issues they are experiencing on the front line. To access the service, go to the diocesan website home page
and, under ‘coronavirus’ select Prayer Support from the options available and follow instructions. Here is the link:
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/prayer-support

Marriage Care Volunteers needed: Could it be you? ‘The harvest
is rich but the labourers are few’ Broken relationships are
extremely painful and can affect the wider family and friends.
Marriage Care is a Catholic organisation providing marriage
preparation and relationship counselling support for couples
across England and Wales. Our Portsmouth centre is looking for
someone with experience of team management to support our
current Head of Centre working with our local team in delivering
vital relationship support services. If you want to be part of a
friendly team making a real difference in your community,
please enquire. For more information you can visit us at: www.marriagecare.org.uk or email
volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk
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