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“Open all hours” 

Corona Newsletter 011                                                                    Extra Pages!!                           14th June, 2020 

PLEASE NOTE: THIS WEEK’S NEWSLETTER CONTAINS VERY 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

Fr Jeremy Writes: 

Corpus Christi 

 
 
Today is the Solemnity of Corpus Christi. In the reign of Pope Urban IV (1261-64) a strange miracle 
took place at village on the shores of Lake Bolsena in central Italy. A priest who doubted the real 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist was celebrating Mass when the host he was breaking oozed drops 
of blood onto the corporal, the cloth on the altar on which the Eucharistic elements are placed. The 
corporal is preserved to this day in the cathedral in Orvieto where the pope had his summer residence.  
Each year it is paraded round the square in procession on the feast of Corpus Christi.  The feast was 
established by Pope Urban in 1264 once the miracle was authenticated and he commissioned the great 
theologian and poet, St Thomas Aquinas, to write the prayers and hymns for the feast.  These are still 
preserved in the liturgy to this day; the sequence we use between the second reading and the Gospel, 
Lauda Sion, is one of his compositions and it features in our recorded Mass today. Here is part of a 
sermon written by St Thomas Aquinas in praise of the feast: 
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Since it was the will of God’s only-begotten Son that humankind should share in his divinity, he assumed 
our nature in order that by becoming one of us we might become gods. Moreover, when he took our flesh 
he dedicated the whole of its substance to our salvation. He offered his body to God the Father on the 
altar of the cross as a sacrifice for our reconciliation. He shed his blood for our ransom and purification, 
so that we might be redeemed from our wretched state of bondage and cleansed from all sin. But to 
ensure that the memory of so great a gift would abide with us for ever, he left his body as food and his 
blood as drink for the faithful to consume in the form of bread and wine. 
O precious and wonderful banquet, that brings us salvation and contains all sweetness! Could anything 
be of more intrinsic value? Under the old law it was the flesh of calves and goats that was offered, but 
here Christ himself, the true God, is set before us as our food. What 
could be more wonderful than this? No other sacrament has greater 
healing power; through it sins are purged away, virtues are 
increased, and the soul is enriched with an abundance of every 
spiritual gift. It is offered in the Church for the living and the dead, 
so that what was instituted for the salvation of all may be for the 
benefit of all. Yet, in the end, no one can fully express the sweetness 
of this sacrament, in which spiritual delight is tasted at its very 
source, and in which we renew the memory of that surpassing love 
for us which Christ revealed in his passion. 
It was to impress the vastness of this love more firmly upon the 
hearts of the faithful that our Lord instituted this sacrament at the 
Last Supper. As he was on the point of leaving the world to go to the 
Father, after celebrating the Passover with his disciples, he left it as 
a perpetual memorial of his passion. It was the fulfilment of ancient 
figures and the greatest of all his miracles, while for those who were 
to experience the sorrow of his departure, it was destined to be a 
unique and abiding consolation.               St Thomas Aquinas 1225-1274 
 
Follow Mass with us every Sunday and Weekday on our YouTube channel  
video.waterlooville-catholic.org.uk 
 

Come Back to Church! 
From Monday June 15th, churches are allowed to open for private prayer.  As yet we are 
not allowed to hold Mass or any other service in church.  
Here at Sacred Heart we will be opening the church from 9am – 12 noon and from 4 – 
7pm each day so that anyone can come in to pray privately.  The main door will remain 
closed, but entry to the church will be through the garden and by means of the emergency 
exit into the narthex opposite Our Lady’s Grotto. You are also welcome to visit the other 
churches in the pastoral area whose opening times are as follows: 
St Edmund, Horndean: Every day from 10.30am-12 noon and from 5pm-7pm 
St Michael and All Angels, Leigh Park: Every day from 8.30am-4.30pm 
St Joseph, Havant: Every day from 10.30am-6pm 
St Patrick, Hayling Island: Mon, Tues, Fri from 11am-1pm; Thursday from 11am-1pm 
and 4pm-7pm 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Until churches official open for services, Confessions at 
Sacred Heart are by appointment. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY, June 21st & THE SUNDAY FOLLOWING, June 28th, we celebrate our 
TWO Patronal Feasts: THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS and Sts PETER & PAUL. Please 
make every effort to watch so that we can at least be together over the ether. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE! 
Churches will not open for Mass until early July. Sunday Mass will then be celebrated in 
church again. The Bad News: Owing to social distancing restrictions there is only room 
for a limited number of people in church, around 75 only in a church designed to hold 
c.400.  For this reason, we will have to adopt a system of first-come-first-served booking 
via an app website until all restrictions are lifted.  Odious and against the grain as this is 
to me, I see no alternative.  The Good News: there is no Sunday obligation in the present 
circumstances so anyone can attend one of the weekday Masses which will recommence 
in the church at that time. As, effectively, every weekday Mass is a Sunday Mass, I will 
only be offering one Mass in the church on Sunday for the time being.  If the need arises 
this will increase. The recorded Sunday Mass will continue for as long as necessary. This 
means that you can join the parish safely for Sunday Mass online at home and then come 
in to a weekday Mass where you will be able to receive the Eucharist. These arrangements 
are far from ideal but, in the circumstances, we have little choice until social distancing 
rules are finally abolished. Sadly, there’s no telling when that will be. 

 

HELP! 
To manage Sunday Mass efficiently, we are appealing for volunteers to act as ushers.  We 
will need six at any one Mass to manage seating and directing the congregation to receive 
Holy Communion, etc. If you can help, please phone or email me or leave a message.  
Volunteers will receive training and will need to attend a training session next Saturday, 
June 20th at 10.30 at the church (social distancing rules apply). 
The guidelines for the celebration of Sunday Mass are complicated and they will be 
published on the website next week. Guidance will also be given there about weddings, 
baptisms, confessions, first Holy Communions and Confirmation as we begin to emerge 
from lockdown.  There is a confusing amount of information and I will be keeping only the 
essentials for the newsletter.  Let’s hope we can soon return to normal – the ‘old’ normal, 
not the ‘new’.  

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES 
As previously, Mass will be celebrated each day and will be recorded. Masses should appear on YouTube around midday. 

SUNDAY 14th June c. 10.30 am THE SOLEMNITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI People of the Parish 
Monday 15th June c. 12 noon Monday, Week 11 in Ordinary Time Anne Judson RIP 
Tuesday 16th June c. 12 noon St Richard of Chichester, opt. mem. Deceased Clergy 
Wednesday 17rd June c. 12 noon Wednesday, Week 11 in Ordinary Time Jeanette Stedman RIP 
Thursday 18th June c. 12 noon Thursday, Week 11 in Ordinary Time Jane Rapson RIP 
Friday 19th June c. 12 noon Friday, Week 11 in Ordinary Time* (see below) Sara James RIP 
Saturday 20th June c. 12 noon The Immaculate Heart of Mary, memorial Ron Littlefield RIP 
SUNDAY 21st June c.10.30 am Patronal Solemnity of 

THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
People of the Parish 

*Friday is the Feast of the Sacred Heart but we are celebrating it on Sunday for the intention 
of the whole parish 

 
 

AS A PARISH WE ARE LOSING AROUND £5000 A MONTH because 
of the Corona Virus pandemic. 
Can you please think of helping our parish recoup some of the funds 
we are losing by going to the website (waterlooville-catholic.org.uk) 
and clicking on the ‘Give As You Live’ button to donate.  It’s ever so easy 
and it’s fun! Try it – and try it again – and get your family and friends to 
try it – and anyone you can think of – and save us from drowning in 
debt. 
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NEWS FROM ST. PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Walking hand in hand with God to make our world a better place” 
 

Super Science, Terrific Technology and Magical Music 

During the period of school 
closure since Monday 23rd March, 
St Peter’s has been setting 
learning remotely for pupils to 
complete at home.  The concern 
of many commentators has been 
about the possible impact that 
learning away from school may 
have on the confusingly named 3 

Rs of reading, writing and arithmetic.  St Peter’s has these covered in its 
home learning, but has ensured each week that the wider curriculum has 
not been abandoned.  For the rounded development of every child in all subjects, St Peter’s prides itself on 
teaching a broad and balanced curriculum with traditional standards and high expectations.  Home learning 
during lockdown has been no different.  Pupils have been given links to ‘kitchen sink’ science and technology 
experiments such as fizzy bottle rockets, flour filled balloons which are burst to see the difference between 
the speed of sound and light, and using static electricity to move objects without touching them.  In music, 
children have been set off to research musical pioneers who have had a major impact on modern culture, 
such as the Delia Derbyshire who used innovative sound and recording techniques to create the theme tune 
to Doctor Who.  More traditionally, pupils have studied composers such as Gershwin, and drawn cityscape 
images that come to mind whilst listening to his compositions from the first half of the twentieth 
century.  And sometimes, the subjects combine in fun cross curricular tasks, such as making your own 
xylophone using glasses filled with different amounts of water, or making musical instruments at home using 
junk modelling and papier maché.  Food technology also gets a look in, as tropical fruit smoothies and VE 
Day cakes have also been made and consumed by pupils at home.  As well as providing essential curriculum 
range, these home learning activates also allow children to explore new subjects independently and apply 
their creativity to many different tasks and challenges. 
Fancy having a go yourselves, or with children or grandchildren (visits permitting!)?  Just visit any of our year 
group blogs on the school website to take your pick of any practical activities 
 

https://www.blog.stpeterswaterlooville.co.uk/headteacher/               Mr Richard Cunningham, Headteacher  
 
Going into Hospital? If you or one of your family is going into hospital please ensure that the Catholic Chaplaincy 
at the hospital is informed so that the inpatient can receive appropriate care. At the moment, access to patients in hospital 
is restricted and the chaplain may be the only person outside the strictly medical staff who can be in contact and who can 
supply the consolation of sacramental and pastoral care to relieve busy ward staff. Your relative will then receive regular 
visits from Fr Daniel or Fr Rob during their stay. You can also stay in touch with the occasional phone call to the ward 
but please be conscious of the workload of staff at this hectic period for front line health personnel. To contact the 
chaplain’s office call 02392 286408 (or through the main switchboard 02392 286000). You can also email at 
chaplaincyservices@porthosp.nhs.uk  
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EVER BEEN HAD? Reported this week, a phone scam whereby scammers contact you 
pretending to be from the NHS and claiming that you have been named as a contact of a known 
corona virus sufferer and will have to be tested.  They will send you a test kit by post, they say, but 
it costs £50 and they want your card details for payment. If you question this they will tell you that 
non-compliance is against the law and you risk a fine or worse. THIS IS A SCAM.  Tests are provided 
free by the NHS in these circumstances. DO NOT BE TAKEN IN! 
 

We have launched an emergency appeal for funds, because the 
impact of coronavirus in countries with poor health systems will 
be devastating. Families without enough to eat and without 
access to clean water, living with HIV or in cramped refugee 
camps, will be very vulnerable to coronavirus.  

Our local experts are already helping them to 
 

 Deliver food to where it is needed most. 
 Improve hygiene, handwashing and sanitation at the community and household level. 
 Produce radio messages, posters and leaflets in local languages on risks and prevention. 
 Train community volunteers to carry out awareness campaigns. 

Your donations to support this work are needed now more than ever. Visit www.cafod.org.uk/coronavirus  
  

THE FOODBANK is open for donations or collections on Mondays 9.30 
to 11.30 am and Fridays 12 to 2 pm. If you would like to help financially, 
cheques are payable to: Living Waters Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite 
Close, Wecock, Waterlooville, PO8 9UJ. For bank transfers: Sort code: 
20-69-34; a/c no. 1363803 
 
EMERGENCY HELP FOR STRUGGLING FAMILIES Local families 
struggling before the Corona virus crisis now find themselves in an even more 
critical situation. You can help them by texting 70 905 to donate £5 or by 
visiting www.wave105.com/appeal. This ‘Cash for Kids’ appeal is sponsored 

by Wave 105.2 FM. You can also join a Facebook group here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105CashforKids/ 
ON A SIMILAR THEME: The parish shop still has a stock of fairly-traded goods for sale.  You may wish to buy some 
items for the vulnerable or, alternatively, donate a sum of money which can be converted into goods to be donated to the 
Foodbank. Please contact Philip Hayllar at philiphayllar@hotmail.com to arrange payment and delivery. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS: 
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew, Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan, Betty 
Groves, Carole Higton, Marion Greeham, Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, Margaret Bush, Boris 
Mayfield, Stephen Condon, Nicola O’Neill, Mary Harrington, Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John DeBattista, Dr 
Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe, Sabine Khan, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert, Ken Ng, Karen Hulme, Mary 
Brown and Theresa Tierney, JP Anglaret. John Sutton. 
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice. 
For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and for the health care personnel who have care of them 
 

SUPPORT FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY CORONAVIRUS ISSUES 
The diocese has set up a prayer and listening service for 
the period of the coronavirus lockdown. Trained DBS 
cleared Prayer Ministers will help and pray with people 
affected by the virus and the effect of the lockdown and 
listen to their story. The service is for people over the age of 
18 and there is special provision for key workers who may 
need to process some of the issues they are experiencing 
on the front line. Here is the link on the diocesan website: 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/prayer-support 
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Marriage Care Volunteers needed: 
Could it be you? ‘The harvest is rich but the labourers are few’ 
Broken relationships are extremely painful and can affect the wider 
family and friends. Marriage Care is a Catholic organisation 
providing marriage preparation and relationship counselling support 
for couples across England and Wales. Our Portsmouth centre is 
looking for someone with experience of team management to support 
our current Head of Centre working with our local team in delivering 
vital relationship support services. If you want to be part of a friendly 
team making a real difference in your community, please enquire. For 
more information you can visit us at: www.marriagecare.org.uk 

 

MARCH FOR LIFE: UNBORN LIVES MATTER! This year’s March for Life will be a livestreamed event 
which you can watch online this Saturday. You can share the event on Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/events/678041039438168/ or here; https://www.marchforlife.co.uk/ Where you will 
also find the schedule for the day. Speakers: Dr Alveda King, niece of Dr Martin Luther King Jr, Lord Alton, Shawn 
Carney, CEO of 40 Days for Life which has seen, 17,226 lives saved from abortion, 206 abortion workers quit that 
industry and 107 abortion centres close down, including some in England. Amy will give her testimony “My abortion 
was harder to get over than the rape.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


