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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Mass Book: Year A, Volume 1, Page 118

Entrance Antiphon: After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were
opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove, and the
voice of the Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased.

The Baptism of Jesus continues the theme of the Epiphany - the revelation
of Jesus as the light of the world and Saviour of all peoples, not just the
Jews. In his baptism Jesus comes out of the shadows of his hidden life,
the years between his birth and this event, to begin his mission to the
world. His baptism is his choosing and sending forth by the Father to bring
the good news of salvation to the whole world; from here he begins his
public ministry of teaching, preaching, healing and forgiveness. The
Gospel of Matthew, which we read at Mass throughout this year, begins
with Jesus being revealed as the Saviour of the world and ends with Jesus
sending out the apostles to make disciples for him from all nations. Today’s
second reading tells how Peter comes to realise that salvation in Jesus
(the name means ‘saviour’) is the right of everyone when God orders him
in a vision to go and baptise the family of Cornelius, who is not of the
Jewish faith. Peter says: ‘The truth I have now come to realise is that God
does not have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears
God and does what is right is acceptable to him. It is true, God sent his
word to the people of Israel, and it was to them that the good news of
peace was brought by Jesus Christ – but Jesus Christ is Lord of all’.
This same mission - to make Jesus known and introduce him to all through
the witness of our own lives - is our mission too. This week we have ,
literally, nailed our own mission statement to the fence:

Psalm Response: The Lord will bless his people with peace.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The heavens opened and the
Father’s voice resounded: ‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen
to him.’ Alleluia!
Communion Antiphon: Behold the One of whom John said: I have
seen and testified that this is the Son of God.

WHITE FLOWER APPEAL

Prayer for January: O Lord our God, give us by your Holy Spirit a
willing heart and a ready hand, to use all your gifts to your praise
and glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

There will be a second collection at all Masses this weekend to
support the work of The Society for the Protection of Unborn
Children (SPUC).

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO
NEED OUR PRAYERS:

John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew (TJ),
Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan,
Betty Groves, Carole Higton, Matthew, Marion Greeham,
Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Ron Littlefield,
Mary Ling, Margaret Bush, Boris Mayfield,
Stephen Condon, Nicola O’Neill, Mary Harrington,
Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John DeBattista,
Dr. Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe, Sabine Khan, Mary Daly,
Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert & Geoff Readman.
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital
and the Rowans Hospice.

There are White Flower stickers and also postcards available
– please show your support by taking a card, completing it
and returning it to SPUC who will deliver it to the Prime
Minister.

at ‘The Great Story of Jesus’ retreat day
on Saturday 8th February,
10am - 4pm at St Michael’s, Leigh Park
The day will give you gentle, peaceful time out from your everyday
busy life and a chance to respond to Jesus’s invitation for each of
us to encounter Him personally. The retreat will present the
whole story of Salvation from Creation to Jesus’s death and
resurrection and give you opportunities to make a personal
response to Our Lord. The retreat is especially helpful for new
Catholics and those who have recently completed the Alpha
Course, but anyone and everyone is invited to come. The cost of
the day will be £10 per person. Refreshments will be provided, but
please bring a packed lunch!
Please sign up on the list in the narthex by Sunday 26 January.

DATE

TIME

LITURGICAL CELEBRATION

Saturday 11 Jan

5.30pm
6.15pm
10.30am
6.30pm

Confessions
Vigil: THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

SUNDAY 12 Jan

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

MASS INTENTION
Sister Anne Josephine Intention
Liam Lynch RIP
People of the Parish

BEGINNING OF ORDINARY TIME
Monday 13 Jan
Tuesday 14 Jan
Wednesday 15 Jan
Thursday 16 Jan
Friday 17 Jan
Saturday 18 Jan

12noon
9.30-9.50am
10am
9.30-9.50am
10am
7pm
9.30-9.50am
10am
5.30pm
6.15pm

Feria [1st Week in Ordinary Time]
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Feria [1st Week in Ordinary Time]
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Feria [1st Week in Ordinary Time]
Feria [1st Week in Ordinary Time]
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
St Anthony of Egypt, Abbot, memorial
Confessions
Vigil: SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sister Rosemary Intention
Orla Maginn
Jack Garratt RIP
Lena Meagher RIP
John Mills RIP
People of the Parish

Notices & Information…
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL & WELCOME TO ANY NEW PARISHIONERS! It would be helpful if you could provide us with some basic contact
information. Please complete one of the ‘New Parishioner Preliminary Information’ cards (on the table in the narthex) and hand it to Fr. Jeremy.
VOCATIONS. “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Do you feel a calling to follow the son of God and become a priest, deacon or
consecrated religious? To explore further, contact Fr. John Cooke, vocations@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or call 01329 318869.
ALPHA FOLLOW-UP: For those who recently completed the Alpha Course there will be four meetings focused on prayer in the
Christian life. They will take place at Sacred Heart on the last Mondays of the month: January 27, February 24, March 30, April 27 from
7.00-8.30. Contact Steve Leigh at stephenleigh10@gmail.com for further details.
CAN YOU HELP PLEASE? Jan and Martin McGranaghan are going to The Gambia at the end of January to the Star of the Sea parish
as usual. If have any old mobile phones without the SIM cards and any spectacles you no longer need they would be happy to take
them out to the parishioners. Can you please place them in the box in the welcoming area. Thank you.
HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM ST. PETER’S SCHOOL. Happy coincidence meant that the pupils at St Peter’s returned to school on the Feast of the
Epiphany, which provided us with the opportunity to properly mark the end of the Christmas season for our children. The new term started with a
whole school worship in which the pupils were asked to reflect on the best gift that they may have been lucky enough to receive this Christmas. Focus
turned next to the gifts that they can give Jesus through their thoughts, words and actions to carry the joy and kindness of Christmas well into 2020
and beyond. The whole school then prayed the Hail Mary, giving thanks to the mother of Christ who gave to the world the greatest gift of all time.
Richard Cunningham, Headteacher.
THE REFUGEE PROJECT. Many thanks to everyone who has donated household items received so far. Please pick up the latest handout from the
narthex. To donate items or funds please contact either Clare at clare.burke24@hotmail.com or Philip via philiphayllar@hotmail.com
THE TUESDAY CLUB is open to everyone on the first and third Tuesday of every month, at 2pm in the parish centre. You can expect a warm
welcome plus fun, friendship, card games, scrabble etc. along with a cup of tea or coffee & cake. For more information please contact Trish on 07947
611699.
UNION OF CATHOLIC MOTHERS. Please meet in the parish on Wednesday 15 January @ 2pm. Mr. Richard Cunningham, Headteacher of St.
Peter’s Catholic Primary School in Waterlooville, will be speaking on the subject of ‘Relationship Education in Catholic Primary Schools’.
YOUTH ALPHA. Friday 17 January @ 7pm here at Sacred Heart.
WOMENS MONDAY EVENING GROUP. Monday 20 January @ 7.30pm in the parish centre. Speaker Craig Sadler on ‘Firefighters Adventure
Challenge to Mount Everest’.
SECOND HAND CLOTHES SALE – ALL ITEMS 50P. We have been running this initiative now for the last few years and it has benefited a number
of people in our community. The next one will be on Saturday 8 February in the parish centre from 2-4pm. All money made from the sale goes
towards food, wash kits and nappies for people in desperate need.
INVITATION TO CULTURAL MASS FOR NIGERIANS - Sunday 23 February. Bishop Philip and the Nigerian Catholic Priests, Religious and Laity
in Portsmouth Diocese invite everyone to a Thanksgiving Eucharistic Liturgy. This will take place on Sunday 23 February @ 3pm at St. John’s
Cathedral. Refreshments will follow immediately after the Mass in the Cathedral Discovery Centre. Members of the Nigerian Community and their
friends are all invited and encouraged to attend. This celebration will encourage the sharing of the community’s identity, unity, diversity, rich cultural
values and heritage. It will also serve as an inaugural meeting for Nigerian Catholics all through the Diocese to participate in. The Catholic TV of
Nigeria will be covering the Mass. Traditional/cultural dress is highly encouraged for the occasion. If you are attending or you wish to make further
enquiries, please contact the main event organiser, Fr Daniel Agber who can be contacted at nigeriansinportsmouthdiocese@gmail.com or call him
on 07424 426845 or 07778 8666137.
PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK SHRINE, IRELAND. Fully escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, Ireland, celebrating the feast of St. Patrick. 16 March
2020. £599.00 per person sharing. Price includes flight with 10kg hand luggage, all transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with breakfast and
dinner. All entertainment and excursions included. Lunches on days out. Wheelchair accessible rooms. Single room supplement £100. Contact
Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com. Knock Pilgrimages is a member of the Travel Trust Association
and is fully protected by ATOL T7613.
WANTED: MINUTE SECRETARY. The Ladies of the Grail (based in Winchester) are seeking a Minute Secretary for their Trustees meetings. The
Board usually hold three meetings per year. If you are interested in this role please contact Philip Hayllar at philiphayllar@hotmail.com
JOIN BISHOP PHILIP FOR THE 2020 PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES.
15-19 July flying by charter aircraft direct to Lourdes (Tarbes) airport from Bournemouth Airport.
Cost of the pilgrimage £695 pp for a shared room. Cost of youth pilgrim is £545 again with a shared room.
Staying at La Solitude where all meals are included. Please see the posters on the notice board.
A video inviting people to join Bishop Philip on the pilgrimage can be found at https://vimeo.com/367708674
Booking forms are available from the presbytery.

