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Fr Jeremy Writes: 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

Next Thursday, May 21st, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord.  As a Feast 
of the Lord, it is normally observed in this country, as in most, as a Holyday of Obligation, 
but since the obligation is suspended this year – another of the ‘firsts’ resulting from the 
corona virus 19 pandemic – it cannot be observed. However, it is one of the chief of all the 
Feasts of the Church along with Christmas, Epiphany, Easter and Pentecost, known as 
Feasts of the Lord because they commemorate the most significant events in the Lord Jesus’ 
life which contribute to our salvation. The feast falls forty days after Easter and ten before 
Pentecost and so is celebrated on the Thursday of the Sixth Week of Easter. 

When I was a child, we always looked forward to the Feast the Ascension because we got a 
day off school so that we could attend Mass and enter more fully into the spirit of celebration 
by having a free day to play and recreate. In some countries, like Italy, Ascension is observed 
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as a public holiday and attempts by the Government in recent years to abolish it led to such 
a great uproar that the state had to back down.  I fear this is not so much out of an excess 
of religious fervour on the part of the people so much as a reluctance to lose the ‘ponte’ 
whereby Italian workers take Friday off as well and make a ‘bridge’ to the weekend so 
achieving four days free of work in a row. 

The feast, of course, commemorates the ascension of Jesus into heaven, His work complete 
and its continuance handed on to His disciples, now called Apostles (‘ones sent’) because this 
is the occasion when He sent them out to the whole world to bring His message of salvation 
to the far corners of the earth.  In Jesus, the Son of God left His place in heaven and came 
down to earth to take on human nature and redeem it once and for all by dying on the cross 
and rising from the dead.  That mission now accomplished, He is ready to return to His 
rightful place at the right hand of the Father in heaven.  But the work must continue and it 
is those that Jesus has coached and schooled throughout His ministry who have to carry on 
the work. Today Jesus commissions them for that task. However, they are going to need help 
and divine intervention in the form of the Holy Spirit whom the Father and the Son will send 
to be the living presence of Christ within them.  That sending down of the Holy Spirit, of 
course, we commemorate in the Church’s next great feast of Pentecost, an event that literally 
changed the world. 

This year our celebration of the Feast of the Ascension will be extra special as we will 
be joining forces with Oaklands to celebrate the Mass. DON’T MISS IT – CATCH THE 
MASS ON OUR  CHANNEL ON THURSDAY 

 
AS A PARISH WE ARE LOSING AROUND £5000 A 
MONTH because of the Corona Virus pandemic. 
Can you please think of helping our parish recoup some 
of the funds we are losing by going to the website 
(waterlooville-catholic.org.uk) and clicking on the ‘Give 
As You Live’ button to donate.  It’s ever so easy and it’s 
fun! Try it – and try it again – and get your family and 
friends to try it – and anyone you can think of – and save 
us from drowning in debt. 

Gift Aid Claims 
A claim for £4,668.55, which refers to gift aided donations received in the 4th Quarter of the last tax 
year of £18,674.20,  has recently been submitted.  The total claim for donations for the year 2019-20 
was £14,350.83.  In addition we have claimed £2,000.00 for Loose Plate donations.  Many, many 
thanks to all members of the Gift Aid Scheme.  These gift aid receipts provide a very significant 
income to our parish.  If you pay income tax and would like to join the scheme, please contact the 
Presbytery.  Your donations will be increased by 25% at no extra cost to yourself. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES 
As previously, Mass will be celebrated each day and will be recorded. Masses should appear on YouTube around 

midday. 

SUNDAY 17th May c. 10.30 am SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER People of the Parish 
Monday 18th May c. 12 noon   Monday of the Sixth Week of Easter Maurice Penny RIP 
Tuesday 19th May c. 12 noon DEDICATION of ST JOHN’S CATHEDRAL 

solemnity 
UCM Int 

Wednesday 20th May c. 12 noon Wednesday of the Sixth Week of Easter Jennifer Macey RIP 
Thursday 21st May c. 12 noon THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD solemnity Darling Family Dec’ Members 
Friday 22nd May c. 12 noon Friday Sixth Week of Easter after Ascension Deceased Clergy 
Saturday 24th May c. 12 noon Saturday Sixth Week of Easter after Ascension Rev Paul Biji RIP 

NO ONE LIKES SOCIAL ISOLATION: Three religious were stranded on a desert island when one found a 
lamp half buried in the sand. He rubbed it and a genie appeared and offered each of them a wish. The Jesuit 
was very anxious to get back to his university lecturing and wished for that: paf! He was gone. The Benedictine 
really missed praying with his community and longed to be back in the monastery: paf! He was gone. The 
Franciscan said to the genie, “I’m kinda lonely. Can I have those two guys back? 
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NEWS FROM ST. PETER’S PRIMARY CHOOL 
Together yet apart. 

For the four weeks so far of this summer term, St 
Peter's has averaged a pupil attendance of 27 per day, 
or 6% of the school population.  This is evidence of St 
Peter's playing its vital part in a very impressive local 
provision to the children of key workers and 
vulnerable families, as cited in this recent 
parliamentary exchange.  Flick Drummond MP (Meon 
Valley constituency) spoke – and Gavin Williamson 
(Secretary of State for Education) responded – 
praising the work of our Hampshire staff.   The 
question got coverage with the BBC and was live on 
Sky News.  
 
Mrs Drummond [Virtual] 
Will my Right Hon. Friend join me in congratulating schools in Hampshire on their success in ensuring 
that 31% of vulnerable children are attending school, and in thanking all the teachers, school staff and 
children, particularly those in Meon Valley, for their hard work both in school and at home?  
 
Gavin Williamson [In the House] 
I do indeed join my Hon. Friend in thanking the teachers, the support staff, the social workers, 
Hampshire County Council and all those who have been involved in making sure that schools stay open 
and available for vulnerable children. They have done amazing work. The attendance rate she 
highlights is truly outstanding. Since the Easter holidays, we have seen a doubling of the number of 
vulnerable children who are attending school, and that is down to the work of teachers, school staff 
and social workers, reaching out and encouraging them to come into school.  
 

Where St Peter's, like other Catholic 
schools across the nation, sets out to 
maintain an extra sense of normality is 
in keeping worship at the centre of 
school and home life.  So yes, the 
pictures below are of me leading a 
'whole school' worship to 35 pupils first 
thing on a Monday morning, as per 
usual.  To help the youngest children 
understand the Gospel of Jesus 
explaining that He is the Way, the Truth 
and the Life, we all played a game of I 
Spy.  By using this old car journey 
favourite (though there won't be many 
long car journeys for this game for a 
while!) the pupils were able to see that 

very often the answer we are looking for can be right in front of us, if only we open our eyes to look 
in a certain way.  In our search for God through the person of Christ, more often than not the Lord is 
right before our very eyes, only we don't always recognise him in the needs, person and faces of 
others.                              Richard Cunningham, Headteacher   
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THE FOODBANK is open for donations or collections on 
Mondays 9.30 to 11.30 am and Fridays 12 to 2 pm. If you 
would like to help financially, cheques are payable to: 
Living Waters Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite Close, 
Wecock, Waterlooville, PO8 9UJ. For bank transfers: Sort 
code: 20-69-34; a/c no. 1363803 
EMERGENCY HELP FOR STRUGGLING FAMILIES 
Local families struggling before the Corona virus crisis now find 
themselves in an even more critical situation. You can help 

them by texting 70 905 to donate £5 or by visiting www.wave105.com/appeal. This ‘Cash for Kids’ 
appeal is sponsored by Wave 105.2 FM. You can also join a Facebook group here: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105CashforKids/ 
ON A SIMILAR THEME: The parish shop still has a stock of fairly-traded goods for 
sale.  You may wish to buy some items for the vulnerable or, alternatively, donate a 
sum of money which can be converted into goods to be donated to the Foodbank. 
Please contact Philip Hayllar at philiphayllar@hotmail.com to arrange payment and 
delivery. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS: 
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew, Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan, 
Betty Groves, Carole Higton, Marion Greeham, Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, Margaret 
Bush, Boris Mayfield, Stephen Condon, Nicola O’Neill, Mary Harrington, Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John 
DeBattista, Dr Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe, Sabine Khan, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert, Ken Ng, 
Karen Hulme, Mary Brown and Theresa Tierney, JP Anglaret. 
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice. 
For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and for the health care personnel who have care of them 
 

SUPPORT FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY CORONAVIRUS ISSUES 
The diocese has set up a prayer and listening service for the period of the coronavirus lockdown. Trained 
DBS cleared Prayer Ministers will help and pray with people affected by the virus and the effect of the 
lockdown and listen to their story. The service is for people over the age of 18 and there is special 
provision for key workers who may need to process some of the issues they are experiencing on the 
front line.  To access the service, go to the diocesan website home page and, under ‘coronavirus’ select 
Prayer Support from the options available and follow instructions.  Here is the link: 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/prayer-support 

 


