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FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
Fr. Jeremy writes…

The Gospel According to Mark (2)
Why was the Gospel written? What caused Mark to write an
account of the life of Jesus? Remember that Mark was with
Peter and Paul in Rome and worked for both of them. This
was during the reign of the Emperor Nero. He came to power
in AD 54 and after five years of moderate rule had become
power-hungry and despotic. He sought to enrich the state and himself - by imposing heavy taxes on landowners, cooking
up false charges against them and having them executed so
that he could take over their lands, forcing his enemies to
commit suicide at banquets that he ostensibly held in their
honour. By such acts as these Nero became hated and reviled
as he pursued a reign of terror in the city. People, from
senators down, felt that their lives were in peril. And then, in
AD 64, a mysterious fire started near the Circus Maximus
and, with a strong wind behind it, rapidly spread throughout
the whole of Rome, destroying ten out of the fourteen wards
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of the city. There is a saying that ‘Nero fiddled while Rome burned’ as it was widely believed
that the fire was started on the orders of Nero himself to clear slums for a new palace, and
commentators of the time claimed that the emperor’s own servants were seen tossing firebrands
into buildings on his orders. After the catastrophe of the fire, Nero sought to regain popularity
by helping those rendered homeless and cutting the price of commodities to curry favour with
the people once again. This manifestly failed and Nero sought a scapegoat to blame for the fire.
Until now, Christians had been largely ignored among the inhabitants of Rome, but their
numbers were growing rapidly and they began to be perceived as a threat to public order and
particularly as disrespectful of the emperor because they refused to offer worship to him (by
this time Roman emperors were regarded as gods). Christians, of course, recognised only the
one true God and worshipped him alone. This was seen as sacrilege by the authorities and
gradually Christians began to be rounded up and expected to burn incense to the emperor. If
they refused, they were executed. They provided a convenient scapegoat for Nero and he lost
little time in blaming Christians for the fire. They were hunted down and many took refuge in
the underground catacombs around the city but the unlucky ones were caught and some were
used for cruel spectacles, being torn apart by wild animals in the colosseum or coated in tar and
used as torches to light games in Nero’s circus.
Peter and Paul were both executed in this persecution and Mark wrote his Gospel to give
courage to the beleaguered Christian community in Rome who were terrified by the events
taking place around them when their lives could be forfeit at any moment. It was Mark’s aim
in his Gospel to show how Jesus suffered too and that his suffering was salvific. It is Mark who
has the pagan Roman centurion say, as he sees Jesus die on the cross, “Indeed, this man was
the Son of God”. Just as the death of Jesus revealed his divinity, so the heroic martyrdom of the
persecuted Christians would ensure that, united with Christ in his death, they would share his
resurrection and the fullness of life with God. Moreover, the witness of their death could even
convert a Roman centurion to the truth that Jesus is truly the Son of God. And it is true that,
during this persecution and subsequent ones, many, including Roman soldiers, became
Christians after witnessing the heroic deaths of the followers of Christ. (To be continued…)

IN LOVING MEMORY: Our condolences to our parish sisters on the death this
week of Sr Martin (Helena) Nolan whom many parishioners will remember for her
down-to-earth kindness, wonderful wit and quick sense of humour. Sr Martin’s
funeral will be at Sacred Heart on Wednesday 10th February at 2.30 pm followed by
burial in the sisters’ graveyard. In accordance with COVID regulations all
available spaces for this funeral are now assigned. Please do not turn up on spec
as the rules are now being rigidly applied by the authorities.

Please pray for those who need our prayers:
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew, Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield,
Damien Haughan, Carole Higton, Elizabeth Evelyn, Paul Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary
Ling, Margaret Bush, Boris Mayfield, Stephen Condon, Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John de
Battista, Dr Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe, John Griffiths, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian
Cuthbert, Karen Hulme, Theresa Tierney, JP Anglaret, John Sutton, Mavis Bowden, Hywel
Edwards, Alan Hack, Becky, Bob Jaques, Frances Shawl, Christopher Jones, Dominic Driver,
Cathryn Lewis & Adrian Sharkey. For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in
nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice. For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic
& for the health care personnel who have care of them.
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NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES
DATE

TIME

LITURGICAL CELEBRATION

Saturday 6 February

5.30 pm
6.15 pm
10.30 am
12 noon
7.00 pm
12 noon
2.30pm
10 am
10 am
5.30 pm
6.15 pm
10.30 am

Confessions
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)
St Josephine Bakhita, Religious, optional memorial
Feria [5th Week in Ordinary Time]
St Scholastica, Virgin, memorial
Funeral Mass
Our Lady of Lourdes, optional memorial
Feria [5th Week in Ordinary Time]
Confessions
SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)
SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)

Sunday 7 February
Monday 8 February
Tuesday 9 February
Wednesday 10 February
Thursday 11 February
Friday 12 February
Saturday 13 February
Sunday 14 February

MASS INTENTION
People of the parish
Betty Groves
Geraldine Higgins RIP
Canon Tim Healy RIP
Mary Humphries RIP (FM)
Sister Martin RIP
Maurice & Catherine Cremin RIP
Sister Angela’s Intention
Scrivener Family Intention (FM)
Tony & Adelaide DeBattista RIP

Follow Mass with us on our YouTube channel:
video.waterlooville-catholic.org.uk

ASH WEDNESDAY 17 February
THE BEGINNING OF LENT
Masses: 12noon; 7.30pm
(Distribution of ashes at both Masses)
Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting and abstinence from
meat. Abstinence applies to everyone fourteen years and
over. Fasting applies to those between the ages of eighteen
and fifty-nine. Good health is a prerequisite.

Lent 2021
As information about lifting of the lockdown regulations
is not yet available for the period of Lent, I will be offering a single Mass each day as at
present until matters become clearer. Stations of the Cross with Benediction will be held
each Sunday at 5pm starting Sunday 21 February. Confessions will continue on Saturdays
at 5.30pm as usual, but the position regarding Penitential Services is not clear and more
information about this will appear as it becomes available.
Betty Groves RIP
Betty’s funeral at Poole will be available to view via a webcast on Thursday 11 February @ 1pm.
If you would like to join on the day the information is below. You are encouraged to view a test
connection before the 11th but you will only be able to view the live webcast approx.. 5 mins
before the service. Please remember Betty and her family in your prayers.
Website: www.obitus.com/ Username: Vehe2513 Password: 895435
Wedcast: Live Webcast & Watch Again, Keepsake
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HELP! Please Come to the Rescue! Estimates forecast that THE PARISH
HAS LOST more than £25,000 income since the lockdown was in place. This is
a very serious situation to find ourselves in, although we are not alone. If you
have not yet taken up a Standing Order or Direct Debit payment in favour of the
parish, would like to increase your giving or would consider gift aiding your
contributions, all the necessary forms are attached as an appendix to today’s
newsletter. You can also make a donation today by going to the website
(waterlooville-catholic.org.uk) and clicking on the ‘Give As You Live’ button to donate.

Waterlooville Foodbank
If you would like to help financially, cheques are payable to: Living Waters
Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite Close, Wecock, Waterlooville PO8
9UJ. For bank transfers: Sort code: 20-69-34; a/c no. 13638030

Ann Swinburne writes… “With all our thanks to those who gave time to organise Mike’s
Funeral. Your presence was appreciated by me and the children and grandchildren especially
those who knew you from their time at Oaklands. God bless you all.”

NHS Long-COVID Clinic
The NHS has established 15 special clinics for the treatment of sufferers from the long-term
effects of Corona Virus infection. Parishioner, Karen West, is a clinician assigned to the one in
Hampshire. She and others at the unit were subject to a report on ITV regional news recently:
https://www.itv.com/news/meridian/2021-02-03/specialist-clinics-set-up-to-help-long-covidpatients

First Holy Communion Programme 2021
Do you have a child in Year 3 or above who could make their First Holy
Communion in 2021? It would be helpful to know of anyone wishing to join
the programme. Please email Sue office@waterlooville-catholic.org.uk We are
unable to begin this year’s programme during Lockdown 3, but as soon as it
becomes clear that meetings of this kind can take place again we will contact
you to inform you of what the arrangements are. It is important to flag up at
this stage, that as for 2020, the celebration of First Holy Communion might have to move into
the autumn term, but at this stage we are unable to predict anything. However, please make
a provisional note in your diaries for Sunday 7th March for the first meeting. We will keep
parents updated of developments

Sleeping bags and toiletries needed for Havant's homeless
Residents are asked to donate any unwanted goods to help the homeless. Help for Havant
Homeless is a non-profit organisation currently collecting donations to help support the
Homeless in the Havant borough council area. Help for Havant Homeless is looking for
donations such as sleeping bags, toiletries and torches. We deliver a hot meal three times a
week plus anything else the homeless need, such as a tent. Petrol can be donated via Tesco gift
cards and goods donations can be made Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm at The Co-operative
Funeralcare - Leigh Park, at 224 Dunsbury Way. Specific requests for Help for Havant
Homeless are currently put on its Facebook page at www.facebook.com/Help-for-HavantHomeless-115572733622637/ or questions can be emailed to helpforthehomeless@outlook.com
4

We need help in the parish for various activities. We still require the services of
Handymen and/or Handywomen to do various occasional jobs around the property
and grounds, such as gritting in icy weather, snow clearance, leaf sweeping, care
of the font. According to the latest Government guidance, volunteers can include
those over 70 who are not clinically extremely vulnerable and do not need to selfisolate. Please let the office know either by calling 023 9226 2289 or using our new email address:
office@waterlooville-catholic.org.uk

MISSING Two sets of pots and pans are missing from the parish hall kitchen. If
you have borrowed them, please return them. You can leave them at the
presbytery door.
Mike Francis writes on behalf of the Catenian Association…
It is approaching five years since I have been a member, and that is young
compared with brothers of 40, 50, & 60 years membership of our circle.
However like most groups with an ageing membership we are keen to
attract new members, and include new members with families as we
support local Catholic schools, young people and local community events.
Therefore, we appeal to you no matter what your situation is particularly
at a time when friends and families matter. So I invite you for a leisurely
chat anytime to find out more and hopefully grow from there. Thanks on
behalf of the Portsmouth Catenians.
portsmouthcatenians@yahoo.com or Mikeymf@yahoo.com

CAFOD FAST DAY –
Friday 26 February
This Lent, CAFOD invites you and the whole
Catholic community of England and Wales to join
the Big Walk for Water Join the Big Walk for
Water! | CAFOD virtual event on Saturday
th
20 February . We are asking everyone to walk in solidarity with those who have to walk to
collect water each day like Abdella from Ethiopia. You can
walk 5 miles or just around your garden but please walk so
that we can make this an event to create awareness of water
poverty and to raise funds for those living in poverty around
the world.
If you are a keen walker could you Walk for Water as a
personal Lenten challenge by walking 10,000 steps a day,
every day, for 40 days to raise funds for CAFOD’s Lent appeal.
Find out more at https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Walk-for-Water Please contact Jo for more
information portsmouth@cafod.org.uk
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News from St. Peter’s School

Over the past fortnight in Religious Education,
children in Year 3 (7 and 8 year olds) have learnt
about the Bible story of Samuel being called by God,
and how at first he mistook it for the summons of his
master Eli. Building on the instruction Eli gave to
Samuel of "Go and lie down, and if he calls you,
say, Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.",
the pupils reflected on the difference between
hearing and listening. By linking this to their own
lives, and usually involving instructions from their
parents that they may have heard but not
necessarily listened to, the children were able to

understand more fully how important it was
for Samuel to listen to God's call rather than
just hear the voice of his master. As we
continue this period of partial school closure,
and this work being done by home learners as
well as school attendees, the need to listen to

the true word of the Lord is perhaps a good way of
helping us to balance out some of the more
catastrophising news reports that we still hear
about education. We all have a lot to learn from the
children in Year 3! Richard Cunningham, Headteacher
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Job Opportunities in the Diocese:
Parish Secretary: St John the Baptist, Andover
A vacancy has arisen for a Parish Secretary at St John the Baptist parish, Andover to work 22
hours per week to be accountable for the smooth organisation of the parish and provide full
confidential administrative and secretarial support to the parish priest.
Hours of work:
22 hours per week (days and times to be agreed).
Experience and Qualifications required for role:
• An experienced administrator with excellent secretarial, interpersonal, time management
and prioritisation skills.
• Computer literature, skilled in word-processing, spreadsheets and data management as
well as excellent internet and all-round office skills.
• Excellent communication skills to promote effective interaction between clergy, area
administrators and parishioners as well as managing the day-to-day management of the
Parish halls.
• Knowledge of parish and diocesan organisation structure (desirable).
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Personal attributes:
• Self-motivated with the ability to work without supervision: taking initiative and using
judgement; able to work under pressure, cope with change and deal with conflicting demands
and differing personalities.
• Diplomatic, discreet with a sympathetic nature and emotional resilience
• Sympathetic to the Ministry and Mission of the Catholic Church.
Closing date for applications: Sunday 28th February
Interview date: Friday 5th March
Application forms and Job Description are available from the Parish Office:
Telephone: 01264 352829 or email: stjtb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Oaklands School Support Staff vacancy: IT Technician (full time)

The Governors are seeking to appoint an IT Technician to join our hardworking, committed and
enthusiastic team. To work as part of the IT Support Team in the day-to-day delivery of highquality IT Services and the development of new services to the school and external customers.
This will include representing Oaklands School during regular visits to customer sites and
providing help and advice to teachers or other non-IT staff.
Please visit our website on www.oaklandscatholicschool.org/staff/vacancies/ for an Information
pack. Closing Date: Friday 19th February 2021 at noon. Interviews: W/C 22nd February 2021.
The school reserves the right to appoint at any point during the process.

Other opportunities in our Diocesan schools can be found via
www.casoportsmouth.org.uk/current-vacancies/
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Portsmouth Diocesan Trust
Administered by: Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered

STANDING ORDER FORM
WATERLOOVILLE – SACRED HEART & ST PETER THE APOSTLE
(NAME AND ADDRESS OF YOUR BANK IN BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

Bank.............................................…............................................................................
Address.......................................................................................................................
Please Pay to
the credit of:

Sort Code: 30-93-04

Account Name:

Account Number: 01861043

PRCDTR WATERLOOVILLE SACRED HEART

Bank: LLOYDS BANK PLC, PALMERSTON ROAD, SOUTHSEA.
Quoting ref

Your Name............................................................................................
(Please enter your name as it appears on your cheque book in BLOCK CAPITALS)

The sum of

£

£

Amount in words..............................................................

MONTHLY / QUARTERLY / ANNUALLY (delete as appropriate)
Starting on

Date...................................................... until further notice

Debit my Account

Name.........................................................................................................................

Account Number.....................................................................................................................................

Signature...................................................................................................................................................
Date............................................................................................................................................................

GDPR Notice - Information provided on this form, together with all other personal data held about these individuals by the Parish and the Diocese of
Portsmouth, is processed in accordance with the Diocese's Privacy Notice which can be obtained from www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/gdpr or from
the Department for Administration.
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GIFT AID DECLARATION
for multiple donations
Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate
Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year.
Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer

Name of Charity:
Administered by:

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN TRUST

Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered

Charity No: 246871
NAME OF PARISH:

Parish
Code

WATERLOOVILLE – SACRED HEART & ST PETER THE APOSTLE

Envelope No:

Standing Order

Direct Debit

Yes/No

Yes/No

RECORD NO:

For Diocesan use only

DETAILS OF DONOR (MUST ONLY BE THE TAX PAYER- ONE PERSON ONLY)
Title………Christian Name(s)………………………………………….. Surname………………………...
Home Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………Post Code………………………………………..
Are you making donations to any other Parish in the Diocese of Portsmouth

YES / NO

In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below:

I I want to Gift Aid my donation of £__________ and any donations I make in the future or
have made in the past 4 years to Portsmouth Diocesan Trust
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the
amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any
difference.

Signature…………………………………………………………….………………
Date……/……/……
Please notify the Parish Office if you:
1. Want to cancel this declaration.
2. Change your name or home address.
3. No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.
If you pay income tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due
to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM
Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.
GDPR Notice - Information provided on this form, together with all other personal data held about these individuals by the Parish and the Diocese of
Portsmouth, is processed in accordance with the Diocese's Privacy Notice which can be obtained from www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/gdpr or from
the Department for Administration.
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