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England, Mary’s Dowry
May, of course, is the
month of Mary and Our
Lady
has,
for
many
centuries, had a very
special place in the hearts
and devotional life of the
English people. Since the
Middle Ages the country
has been known as Mary’s
Dowry and, a few weeks
ago, the bishops of England
and Wales rededicated our
country to Mary as her
dowry. What does this
mean?
The expression goes back to
a pledge made by King
Richard II in 1381. It was a
time of political turmoil in
the country. The King’s war with France was not going well and, to get funds for his cause
swiftly, the king imposed a poll tax on the country. As with Margaret Thatcher when she tried
to do the same in 1990, there were riots. A movement known as the Peasants’ Revolt began
in Kent and quickly spread. Richard resorted, at last, to prayer, invoking the help of Our
Lady and pledging the country to her special care, giving it into her keeping as her ‘dowry’.
As a guarantee of his devotion and sincerity, Richard commissioned the beautiful Wilton
Diptych (above) recording his pledge to Our Lady. It shows the king kneeling with his patron,
St John the Baptist, at his side presenting him to Mary, and the saintly English kings, Edward
the Confessor and St Edmund the Martyr with them. Mary listens to their cause and obliges
by leaning forward so that her infant son can give his blessing to the king and his enterprise.
This famous painting is a very rare example of medieval art and the style known as
International Gothic. It is housed in the British Museum.
The best known Marian shrine in England is at Walsingham and is the site of a vision
experienced by a Lady Richeldis in 1061. Her descendants later built a shrine there and it
became a popular site of pilgrimage throughout the Middle Ages until suppressed under
Henry VIII during the English Reformation. The buildings were destroyed on the orders of
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Thomas Cromwell, whose reputation Hilary
Mantel has done much to reframe in recent times,
but he was no friend of Catholics.
At the end of the nineteenth century the property
was bought by a Catholic lady who set about its
restoration and in 1938 the Anglicans also
became involved so that the shrine now has a
deep ecumenical significance. This country has a
proud history of devotion to Our Lady. Long may
it continue.
Detail of the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham

CORONA VIRUS – THE DAMAGE TO THE PARISH
AVERAGE WEEKLY
OFFERTORY
INCOME BEFORE
LOCKDOWN

Loose Plate
Envelopes
Card Reader
Standing Orders
TOTALS
EASTER OFFERING

AVERAGE WEEKLY
OFFERTORY
INCOME DURING
LOCKDOWN

400.50
118.00
64.50
1,151.25
1,734.25

------------------1,252.50
1,252.50

Last Year
2,127.00

This Year
885.00

VARIATION
+/%
-100%
-100%
-100%
+9%
-28%

-58%

These figures mean that during the lockdown period we have been losing £481.75
on average each week from the Offertory collection which, projected, represents an
annual loss of income of c.£25,000.
These figures do not include donations made via the ‘giving button’ on the website
as these are not yet known.
Also, they do not include the loss of revenue from parish hall bookings which would
be of the order of more than £3000 since lockdown began to the end of April based
on annual figures.
The loss of revenue to the parish during the period of lockdown is so far of the
order of £5,000.
If lockdown were to continue in the same way for a year this would represent a loss
to the parish of £60,000

Can you please think of helping our parish recoup
some of the funds we are losing by going to the
website (waterlooville-catholic.org.uk) and clicking
on the ‘Give As You Live’ button to donate. It’s ever
so easy and it’s fun! Try it – and try it again – and get
your family and friends to try it – and anyone you can
think of – and save us from drowning in debt.
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Gift Aid Claims
A claim for £4,668.55, which refers to gift aided donations received in the 4th Quarter of the last tax
year of £18,674.20, has recently been submitted. The total claim for donations for the year 2019-20
was £14,350.83. In addition we have claimed £2,000.00 for Loose Plate donations. Many, many
thanks to all members of the Gift Aid Scheme. These gift aid receipts provide a very significant
income to our parish. If you pay income tax and would like to join the scheme, please contact the
Presbytery. Your donations will be increased by 25% at no extra cost to yourself.

Current Gift Aiders Please Note: From 6 April 2020 you might not pay enough tax to cover Gift
Aided donations. The personal tax allowance is now £240 per week, £1042 per month, £12,500 per year so
you only pay tax if your income exceeds this. Please ensure the tax you pay will sufficiently cover your
donations. Thank you for your continued support. For assistance with Gift Aid please contact Yvonne
Hands on 07818688856 or email via shspa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk.

NEWS FROM ST. PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
In recent weeks I have seen the following quote of
Lenin’s used in a variety of places; “There are decades
where
nothing
happens;
and there are
weeks
where decades happen”. Were he alive today, Lenin may
add to that in commenting that there are weeks that
simply feel like decades even when nothing happens! This
week saw the convergence of two major national efforts
in the marking of the 75th Anniversary of VE during a
time of national coronavirus lockdown (I think the
repercussions of the latter will last for decades even if
it is not marked by a 75th Anniversary). Even during
Henry, Year 5
enforced school closure, St Peter’s have managed to
contribute to commemoration events at the naval Base in Portsmouth. Responding to a request
from the Naval Base Visits Officer, the pupils rallied round at home and in
school to produce artwork for display inspired by the events of May 1945. A
selection of these can be seen on our art blog via https
://www.blog.stpeterswaterlooville.co.uk/art/ After being displayed at the
naval Base, the art work and photos taken of our Year 5 pupils in period
costume during their annual World War 2 day will be shared out to local care
homes to brighten up the commemorations of our older community
neighbours. Meanwhile, St Peter’s new Family Support Worker Miss Chapman
Max, Year 3
has been making contact with local agencies to set up and stock up our food bank in school. So
far we have been able to help 15 families at this time of need, but we know that there are families
locally who do not have contact with the school. Whilst we are restricted to helping those families
with whom we have contact, do please if possible support the parish or local food banks to reach
those families who do not have a link with St Peter’s but are in need of community help.
Richard Cunningham, Headteacher

THE FOODBANK is open for donations or collections on Mondays 9.30 to 11.30 am

and Fridays 12 to 2 pm. If you would like to help financially, cheques are payable to: Living
Waters Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite Close, Wecock, Waterlooville, PO8 9UJ. For bank
transfers: Sort code: 20-69-34; a/c no. 1363803
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EMERGENCY HELP FOR STRUGGLING FAMILIES Local families struggling before the Corona
virus crisis now find themselves in an even more critical situation. You can help them by texting 70
905 to donate £5 or by visiting www.wave105.com/appeal. This ‘Cash for Kids’ appeal is sponsored
by Wave 105.2 FM. You can also join a Facebook group here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105CashforKids/
NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES
As previously, Mass will be celebrated each day and will be recorded. Masses should appear on YouTube around
midday.
SUNDAY 10th May
Monday 11th May
Tuesday 12th May
Wednesday 13th May
Thursday 14th May
Friday 15th May
Saturday 16th May

c. 10.30 am
c. 12 noon
c. 12 noon
c. 12 noon
c. 12 noon
c. 12 noon
c. 12 noon

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Monday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Easter
ST MATTHIAS, Apostle feast
Friday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Saturday of the Fifth Week of Easter

People of the Parish
Maurice & Catherine Cremin RIP

Refugee Donor’s Int
Anne Judson RIP
John Hartnell RIP
Deceased Clergy
Kevin Kennedy RIP

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS:
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew, Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan,
Betty Groves, Carole Higton, Marion Greeham, Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, Margaret
Bush, Boris Mayfield, Stephen Condon, Nicola O’Neill, Mary Harrington, Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John
DeBattista, Dr Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe, Sabine Khan, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert, Ken Ng,
Karen Hulme, Mary Brown and Theresa Tierney, JP Anglaret.
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice.
For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and for the health care personnel who have care of them

SUPPORT FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY CORONAVIRUS ISSUES
At Bishop Philip’s request, the diocese has set up a prayer and listening service for the period of the
coronavirus lockdown. When we are sick or in distress it can often be difficult to pray so the diocese is
making available some of its trained Prayer Ministers who will help and pray with people and listen to
their story. All the volunteers on this programme are trained spiritual guides and have received full
safeguarding formation and statutory checks. The service is offered to people over the age of 18 and
there is special provision for key workers who may need to process some of the issues they are
experiencing on the front line. To access the service, go to the diocesan website home page and, under
‘coronavirus’ select Prayer Support from the options available and follow instructions. Here is the link:
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/prayer-support

TOMATO PLANTS FOR SALE!!
Geoff Hartridge has tomato plants (variety: Ailsa Craig
[left] and Moneymaker [right]) for sale at £1 per plant as
well as cucumbers @ £1.50 and Runner Beans @ 4 for £3.
If you would like to avail of this unique opportunity, please
contact Geoff on gphartridge@yahoo.co.uk and place your
order while stocks last!
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CONGRATULATIONS!
Refugee Community Sponsorship: The Horndean/Waterlooville refugee group has now achieved
full Home Office approval so when the present health crisis
declines we should see our first family arriving soon after in the
diocese. This will be the first family arriving under this scheme in
Hampshire.
This is something to be really proud of!
Thanks and
congratulations to parishioners from St Edmunds and Sacred
Heart for blazing the trail and stepping up to help so effectively
and brilliantly with two firsts. May this inspire others to follow
suit!

A PSALM IN TIME OF CORONA VIRUS
Look up Psalm 91. It tells of a God who is our refuge, who shelters us from all
harm: ‘You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day,
nor the plague that prowls in the darkness, nor the scourge that lays waste at
noon…Upon you no evil shall fall, no plague approach where you dwell. For you has
he commanded his angels to watch over you in all your ways’

Your Newsletter, Your News
Please be encouraged to send in any news items for the newsletter. Any events or news that would
be of interest to other parishioners; photos – with the permission of those in them – are especially
good; exciting or different things you or your kids are doing to fight off lockdown boredom, ideas
for new and creative hobbies and pastimes – whatever you think would make for good copy. By
Wednesday midday please in order to meet our ‘deadline’.
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