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Corona Newsletter 027                                                                                                       10th/11th October, 2020 

Fr Jeremy Quotes 

About Viruses 

There are at least six different ‘types’ of COVID 19 virus each with its own particular set of symptoms. 

 
A virus, in the immortal words of the British Nobel laureate Peter Medawar, is ‘a piece of bad news 
wrapped up in a protein’. Actually, a lot of viruses are not bad news at all, at least not to humans. Viruses 
are a little weird, not quite living but by no means dead. Outside living cells they are just inert things. They 
don’t eat or breathe or do much of anything. They have no means of locomotion. They do not propel 
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themselves; they hitchhike. We must go out and collect them - from door handles or handshakes, or 
drawn in with the air we breathe. Most of the time they are as lifeless as a mote of dust, but put them 
into a living cell and they will burst into animate existence and reproduce as furiously as any living thing. 
Something else viruses do is bide their time. A most extraordinary example of that came in 2014 when a 
French team found a previously unknown virus, Pithovirus sibericum, in Siberia. Although it had been 
locked up in permafrost for thirty thousand years, when injected into an amoeba it sprang into action 
with the lustiness of youth. Luckily, P. Sibericum proved not to infect humans, but who knows what else 
may be out there waiting to be uncovered? 
It used to be thought that all viruses cause disease - hence the Peter Medawar quote - but we now know 
that most viruses infect only bacterial cells and have no effect on us at all. Of all the hundreds of 
thousands of viruses reasonably supposed to exist, just 586 species are known to infect mammals, and 
only 263 affect humans. 
The most regular of unwelcome viral encounters is the common cold…The common cold is not a single 
illness, but rather a family of symptoms generated by a multiplicity of viruses, of which the most 
pernicious are the rhinoviruses. These alone come in a hundred varieties. There are, in short, a lot of ways 
to catch a cold, which is why you never develop enough immunity to stop catching them all…Arizona 
researchers infected the metal door handle to an office building and found that it took only about four 
hours for the ‘virus’ to spread through the entire building, infecting over half the employees and turning 
up on virtually every shared device like photocopiers and coffee machines. In the real world, such 
infestations can stay active for up to three days. Surprisingly, the least effective way to spread germs 
(according to yet another study) is kissing…Sneezes and coughs weren’t much better. The only effective 
way to transfer cold germs is physically by touch.       
(From Bill Bryson, The Body: A Guide for Occupants, London: Penguin Random House, 2009) 

PLEASE NOTE: THERE IS NO LONGER ANY BOOK-IN SYSTEM FOR 
WEEKEND MASSES 

Instead – Just turn up. Please use the QR code on entering the narthex or check in 
with the steward managing the Track and Trace list 

Follow Mass with us on our YouTube channel: video.waterlooville-catholic.org.uk 
 

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES 
DATE TIME LITURGICAL CELEBRATION MASS INTENTION 

SATURDAY 10th Oct 2 pm 
5.30 pm 
6.15 pm 

First Holy Communion Celebration 
Confessions 

Mass TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY OT A 

FHC Candidates 
 

Maurice & Catherine Cremin RIP 
SUNDAY 11th Oct 10.30 am Mass TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY OT A People of the Parish 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

PLEASE NOTE 
As Fr Jeremy is away this week there 
will be no weekday Masses at Sacred 

Heart 
 

 

SATURDAY 17th Oct 5.30 pm 
6.15 pm 

Confessions 
Mass TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY OT A 

 
People of the Parish 

SUNDAY 18th Oct 10.00 am 
10.30 am 

The Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary 
Mass TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY OT A 

 
Pat Eyre RIP (FM) 

HELP! Please Come to the Rescue! Estimates forecast that THE PARISH HAS 

LOST more than £25,000 income since the lockdown was in place.  This is a 

very serious situation to find ourselves in, although we are not alone.  If you have not yet taken 
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up a Standing Order or Direct Debit payment in favour of the parish, would like 
to increase your giving or would consider gift aiding your contributions, all the 
necessary forms are attached as an appendix to today’s newsletter.You can also 
make a donation today by going to the website (waterlooville-catholic.org.uk) 
and clicking on the ‘Give As You Live’ button to donate. 

GRATEFUL THANKS to those parishioners who have contributed to parish funds by clicking 

the button and to some parishioners who have jointly contributed £17,000 to reduce the 
parish debt. The new figures appear on the narthex thermometer. “The Lord loves a cheerful 
giver”. May God bless you all for your kindness. 

Schools News 

 Over the two weekends of 3rd and 10th October, a 
selection of pupils from St Peter’s made their First 
Holy Communion.  Please keep in your prayers 
Aimee, Kieron, Connie, Teddy, Harriet, Thomas, 
Luca, Brayden, Jonah, Sophie, Georgia, Sophia, 
Lola, William, Edie, George and Harrison.  They 
were joined by children from other schools for 
whom we also pray.  It was a delight to share Mass 
with these children and celebrate with their 
families; the young ladies looking simply splendid 
and the chaps looking very smart indeed.    

In school during the month of September, RE lessons for pupils have had two themes.  Firstly, the children 
discussed what they could do to live out the school mission statement of ‘Walking hand in hand with God to 
make our world a better place’.  Next, pupils have studied the creation story, ranging from ordering the days 
of creation by the youngest children to pupils in Year 6 considering how they can be responsible stewards of 
God’s creation in the twenty first century.  
If you know of any families who are looking for a school place for Reception in September 2020, please 
direct them to contact the admission secretary Mrs Pope  to provide their own contact details to join our 
mailing list for updates on the application process via 02392 26259 

or adminoffice@stpeterswaterlooville.hants.sch.uk       Richard Cunningham  Headteacher 
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OAKLANDS SCHOOL Support Staff Vacancy PART-TIME CATERING ASSISTANT 
OAKLANDS’ Governors are seeking to appoint a Catering Assistant to join our hardworking, committed and enthusiastic team. 
This role will require the successful candidate to perform a variety of tasks associated with the efficient running of the catering 
service. The successful candidate will work with the students, teachers and support staff within the school canteen. The 
successful candidate will ideally have knowledge of working within a catering environment. 
Closing Date: Friday 16th October 2020 at noon. 
Proposed Interviews: week commencing 19th October 2020. 
Further details related to the position can be found in the Application Pack on our website at: 
https://www.oaklandscatholicschool.org/staff/vacancies/ 
 
 

Since the closure of the church for Mass in March we 
have been commissioning responsorial psalms for our 
recorded Sunday Mass from various ‘artists’, including 
Tamsin Stevens, Vicky Muwanga, Elizabeth White, Sarah 
Keogh and Jessica Heath.  Jessica, a talented music 
student at Portsmouth University, has now made a 
compilation album of all her original compositions for the 
parish titled ‘The Sacred Heart Psalms’. The album is 
available on Spotify and YouTube following the links 
below and Jessica hopes that you might use them when 
you are looking for some inspirational music for 

meditation and prayer.  Jessica writes:  “I've loved creating these for your parish it's made me feel so at peace 
during these times or trouble. I pray for an end to this all soon so that we can come together with a beautiful 
celebration”.   Many thanks to Jessica and our other faithful psalm contributors. 
https://open.spotify.com/album/12JW06l1ffHkQ8hswLAbwG?si=-6yU8eedRFKZD3dy9ib9Dg 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_leWE2jvuHhx2dNEQRjZO0Qx8Iblxu43h0 
 
 

Please Help! We are in need of more stewards to usher and 
assist at Mass every weekday and weekend.  WITHOUT 
STEWARDS WE CANNOT LEGALLY OPEN FOR MASS.  Please 
volunteer even if you can only manage one Mass a week.  Contact 
the parish office or speak to Fr Jeremy or one of the stewards 
when you come along to Mass. 

 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT: 
Calling all kindly volunteers to help clean the church 
next Tuesday October 13th from 9.30. Please just turn 
up in suitable clothing. Any PPE required will be 
supplied. Many thanks in advance for your help. “Your 
reward will be great in Heaven”! 
 

SCAM REPORT 
Parcel Delivery Scam: A card is posted through your door from a company called PDS (parcel 
Delivery Service) claiming they were unable to deliver a package and telling you to contact them on 
a Premium Rate number (0906 6611911).  You hear a recorded message which costs you £315 to 
listen to the end. If this happens to you contact Royal Mail Fraud on 020 7239 6655. 
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Why 

not come and find out? Once again, this autumn we hope to be starting a group for 

enquirers who would like to know more about what makes Catholics tick or what’s so 

special about being a Christian.  There is no pressure to join the Church, just a way to 

gently explore the mysteries of the faith in a warm, welcoming environment.  If you are 

even mildly interested, please get in touch with Fr Jeremy via the parish office – details 

at the top of the newsletter. 

 

OCTOBER IS THE MONTH OF THE ROSARY: Join us each Friday 

for the recitation of one mystery of the rosary at 9.30, before 10 am Mass. 
Join children around the world in prayer on Sunday 18th  October. Pope Francis 
hopes that one million children worldwide will pray the rosary to unite families, 
schools, communities, countries and continents! We can pray from anywhere we 
like including homes, churches, gardens, and parks! At Sacred Heart we will welcome 
everyone to come and pray the rosary at 10 am, before the 10.30 am Mass 
https://www.catholicoutlook.org/acn-calling-on-children-to-pray-the-rosary-on-18-
october/ 
 

 
 
The Parish Shop still has a stock of fairly-traded goods for sale.  You may wish to buy some items for the 
vulnerable or, alternatively, donate a sum of money which can be converted into goods to be donated to the Foodbank. 
Please contact Philip Hayllar at philiphayllar@hotmail.com to arrange payment and delivery. 
 

On 10th &11th October our parish is marking CAFOD’s Family Fast Day to help people facing the 
worst of the coronavirus crisis. We’ve all felt the impact of this terrible disease– let’s come together 
to help the poorest and most vulnerable people in the world survive, rebuild and heal. Please pray 
for all those affected and donate online at cafod.org.uk/give or by using one of the envelopes and 
putting it in the collection basket or send it direct to CAFOD. You can also give easily via text. Text 
CAFOD to 70085 to donate £10. IF YOU TOOK A CAFOD ENVELOPE LAST WEEK PLEASE BRING IT 
TO MASS THIS WEEKEND 

 
Sign the petition to save the right to save lives: Pro-abortion MPs in 
Parliament want to stop pregnant women getting help outside abortion clinics by calling for 
buffer zones. SPUC is campaigning to save the right for peaceful pro-life vigils to take place. 
Hundreds of children are alive today in this country because their mother met a loving pro-
life person just before they walked into the abortion clinic.  Please sign our petition to save 
the right to save lives. It only takes a minute of your time, but it could mean a lifetime for an 
unborn baby. You can sign the petition here: 
https://spuc.org.uk/SaveTheRightToSaveLives 

THE FOODBANK is open for donations or 
collections on Mondays 9.30 to 11.30 am and 
Fridays 12 to 2 pm. If you would like to help 
financially, cheques are payable to: Living 
Waters Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite 
Close, Wecock, Waterlooville, PO8 9UJ. For 
bank transfers: Sort code: 20-69-34; a/c no. 
1363803 
 

EMERGENCY HELP FOR STRUGGLING 
FAMILIES Local families struggling before the Corona 
virus crisis now find themselves in an even more critical 
situation. You can help them by texting 70 905 to 
donate £5 or by visiting www.wave105.com/appeal. 
This ‘Cash for Kids’ appeal is sponsored by Wave 105.2 
FM. You can also join a Facebook group here: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105Cas
hforKids/ 
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Alton Day of Renewal (ADoRE) Saturday 24 October 10.00-12.45 mini 
conference for spiritual renewal with Mass, Adoration, praise, prophecy, and an 
inspiring talk “My Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour” from Mgr John Armitage. 
Please register in advance for Zoom by following this link: 
bit.ly/ADOREOCT20 For more information go to the ADoRE 
website www.altonrenewal.com 
 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS: 
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew, Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan, Betty 
Groves, Carole Higton, Marion Greeham, Elizabeth Evelyn, Paul Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, Margaret 
Bush, Boris Mayfield, Stephen Condon, Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John de Battista, Dr Peter McErlean, Michael 
Lowe, John Griffiths, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert, Karen Hulme, Theresa Tierney, JP Anglaret. John 
Sutton, Mavis Bowden, Hywel Edwards, Alan Hack, Becky, Margaret Cantwell, Bob Jacques, Tim Garratt 
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice. 
For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and for the health care personnel who have care of them 
REST IN PEACE: We are sorry to report the death of Barbara Lindley and Frank Murtagh. Please pray for the 
repose of their souls and keep their bereaved families in your prayers. 
 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Diocesan Readers Workshop Online: Sr Hyacinthe is also offering a two-part workshop 
for readers and potential readers on ZOOM as follows: 
NEXT WEEKEND: Saturdays 17 (workshop 1) and 24 (workshop 2) October 
Saturdays 14 (workshop 1) and 21 (workshop 2) November 
Register here: https://www.godwhospeaks.org/readers 
 
 

WELCOMING OUR NEIGHBOUR SCHEME: 
CAN YOU HELP OUR REFUGEE INITIATIVE? 
We hope to welcome in Christian love a family fleeing from one of the most 
troubled places on earth. Can you help with shopping, language, currency, 
medical appointments, etc., and generally helping them to settle into our 
community? Contact Philip Hayllar on philiphayllar@hotmail.com or 
Martina  Fitzgerald on 01730264578 – email:  mmtfitz@gmail.com to find out 
more about the project and how you may be able to help. 
 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE VOLUNTEERS:  

We are pleased to take advantage of a local scheme whereby 
young people with a community service notice are offering to 
do supervised work to help out churches and other bodies.  
During October, the young people will carry out routine 
cleaning and maintenance work around the church, hall and 
grounds such as redecorating, painting, running repairs, 
weeding, gutter clearance, jet washing hard surfaces, 
renovating benches, etc.  We are very grateful for this service 
which will both provide them with work and allow us to fulfil our 
responsibilities for quinquennial upkeep free of charge. 
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MISSING!! Our Jet Wash kit, normally stored in the 
garden shed is no longer there!  If you have borrowed it, 
could you please let us know and return it as we need it for 
the Community Service Volunteers to do their work. 
 
 
 

Personal 
Protective 
Equipment (PPE) 
costs us £45 per 
week. 
 

Any donation towards the cost of this would 
be gratefully received.  
 
Please donate in the basket in the 
narthex. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


