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Fr Jeremy Writes

The Vineyard in Scripture: A Commentary

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7: A vineyard needs a lot of devoted care, pruning, manuring, tying
back. In the rocky soil of Israel even more special care is needed, such as gathering the stones
to form retaining walls to keep the soil from eroding, building a look-out tower against thieves
and a vine-press for crushing the grapes. Then the right fruiting-vine has to be grafted onto the
sturdy stock, as here the vine-dresser grafts on fine grapes. Imagine his disappointment when
all he gets for his pains is inedible wild grapes! After this haunting parable of Isaiah, the
vineyard became a stock image of Israel, swathed in God’s loving care, and all the dwellers in
the rich vines of the hill-country of Israel would be aware that it was an image of the love
lavished on the vineyard. So when Israel goes into Exile, Psalm 80 laments, ‘You brought a
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vine out of Egypt. Why have you broken down its fences? Every passer-by plucks its grapes.
Wild beasts feed on it.’ The prophets also, especially Ezekiel, use the image. Jesus’ hearers
would immediately recognise what he meant.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:33-43 Jesus’ understanding of the sovereignty of God brought
him the violent opposition of some of the Jewish leaders. Were they corrupt, or just closed to
any new way of thinking, so closed that they could not see that Jesus was the promised
Messiah? Anyway, Jesus used this story about the tenants of a vineyard to show that they were
not leading the people as they should. What does this mean for us? Not that we have to follow
every new idea. But it does mean that we must be open to the idea that we may be wrong, that
our service of the Lord may be faulty, that people we find tiresome or unacceptable may have
more good in them than we credited. God’s ways are not our ways. Henry Wansborough

PLEASE NOTE: THERE IS NO LONGER ANY BOOK-IN SYSTEM FOR
WEEKEND MASSES
Instead – Just turn up. Please use the QR code on entering the narthex or check in
with the steward managing the Track and Trace list

Follow Mass with us on our YouTube channel: video.waterlooville-catholic.org.uk
DATE
SATURDAY 3rd Oct

TIME

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES
LITURGICAL CELEBRATION

MASS INTENTION

SUNDAY 4th Oct

2 pm
5.30 pm
6.15 pm
10.30 am

First Holy Communion Celebration
Confessions
Mass TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY OT A
Mass TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY OT A

Elizabeth & Chris White, 55th Wed. Anniv

Monday 5th October

12 noon

Monday 27th Week OT

Grace Tompkins RIP

6th

Tuesday
October
Wednesday 7th October

11 am
12 noon

Funeral Mass for Ken Ng RIP
Our Lady of the Rosary memorial

Ken Ng RIP
Dec’d Members of Lodrick family

Thursday 8th October
Friday 9th October

7 pm
9.30 am
10 am
2 pm
5.30 pm
6.15 pm
10.30 am

Thursday 27th Week OT
Rosary
St. John Henry Newman, memorial
First Holy Communion Celebration
Confessions
Mass TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY OT A
Mass TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY OT A

Mary Sharkey RIP

SATURDAY 10th Oct
SUNDAY 11th Oct

FHC Candidates
People of the Parish

Tim Garratt
FHC Candidates
Maurice & Catherine Cremin RIP
People of the Parish

HELP! Please Come to the Rescue! Estimates forecast that THE
PARISH HAS LOST more than

£25,000

income since the

lockdown was in place. This is a very serious situation to find ourselves in, although we are not
alone. If you have not yet taken up a Standing Order or Direct Debit payment in favour of the
parish, would like to increase your giving or would consider gift aiding your contributions, all
the necessary forms are attached as an appendix to today’s newsletter.You can also make a
donation today by going to the website (waterlooville-catholic.org.uk) and clicking on the
‘Give As You Live’ button to donate.
GRATEFUL THANKS to those parishioners who have contributed to parish funds by clicking
the button and to some parishioners who have jointly contributed £17,000 to reduce the
parish debt. The new figures appear on the narthex thermometer. “The Lord loves a cheerful
giver”. May God bless you all for your kindness.
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Schools News
Even with many control measures in place
and a rigorous risk assessment, St Peter's
will not be able to hold any Open School
events for prospective families wishing to
send their children to the school in
September 2021. Hampshire County
Council's Public Health Team have
forbidden all such events, stretching also to
parents' evenings, worship events and
school plays. In due course, therefore, St Peter's will be producing a virtual Open School
information video, which will include a presentation from the headteacher and a remote tour
of the Early Years learning areas. Any families who had already arranged to attend a 'live'
event will be contacted about these changes. If parishioners know of families or friends who
are interested in their child joining the school in September 2021, please ask them to contact
the school to provide their own contact details to join our mailing list for updates on the
application process via 02392 262599 or adminoffice@stpeterswaterlooville.hants.sch.uk
Richard Cunningham
Headteacher

The Parish Centre

is now open once again for business and bookings under the dedicated
management of Nina. Nina is happy to receive bookings and enquiries on the phone or by email –
details at the top of the newsletter.
Why
not come and find out? Once again, this autumn we hope to be starting a group for
enquirers who would like to know more about what makes Catholics tick or what’s so
special about being a Christian. There is no pressure to join the Church, just a way to
gently explore the mysteries of the faith in a warm, welcoming environment. If you are
even mildly interested, please get in touch with Fr Jeremy via the parish office – details
at the top of the newsletter.

OCTOBER IS THE MONTH OF THE ROSARY: Join us each Friday
for the recitation of one mystery of the rosary at 9.30 each Friday, before 10 am
Mass.
Join children around the world in prayer on Sunday 18th October. Pope Francis
hopes that one million children worldwide will pray the rosary to unite families,
schools, communities, countries and continents! We can pray from anywhere we
like including homes, churches, gardens, and parks! At Sacred Heart we will welcome
everyone to come and pray the rosary at 10 am, before the 10.30 am Mass
https://www.catholicoutlook.org/acn-calling-on-children-to-pray-the-rosary-on-18-october/
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THE FOODBANK is open for donations or
collections on Mondays 9.30 to 11.30 am and
Fridays 12 to 2 pm. If you would like to help
financially, cheques are payable to: Living
Waters Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite
Close, Wecock, Waterlooville, PO8 9UJ. For
bank transfers: Sort code: 20-69-34; a/c no.
1363803

EMERGENCY HELP FOR
STRUGGLING
FAMILIES Local families struggling before the Corona
virus crisis now find themselves in an even more critical
situation. You can help them by texting 70 905 to
donate £5 or by visiting www.wave105.com/appeal.
This ‘Cash for Kids’ appeal is sponsored by Wave 105.2
FM. You can also join a Facebook group here:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105Cas
hforKids/

The Parish Shop still has a stock of fairly-traded goods for sale. You may wish to buy some items for the
vulnerable or, alternatively, donate a sum of money which can be converted into goods to be donated to the Foodbank.
Please contact Philip Hayllar at philiphayllar@hotmail.com to arrange payment and delivery.
On 10th &11th October our parish is marking CAFOD’s Family Fast Day to help people facing the
worst of the coronavirus crisis. We’ve all felt the impact of this terrible disease– let’s come together
to help the poorest and most vulnerable people in the world survive, rebuild and heal. Please pray
for all those affected and donate online at cafod.org.uk/give or by using one of the envelopes and
putting it in the collection basket or send it direct to CAFOD. You can also give easily via text. Text
CAFOD to 70085 to donate £10. ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE AT MASSES THIS WEEKEND

Sign the petition to save the right to save lives: Pro-abortion
MPs in Parliament want to stop pregnant women getting help outside abortion
clinics by calling for buffer zones. SPUC is campaigning to save the right for
peaceful pro-life vigils to take place. Hundreds of children are alive today in this
country because their mother met a loving pro-life person just before they
walked into the abortion clinic. We must protect this vital work.
Please sign our petition to save the right to save lives. It only takes a minute of
your time, but it could mean a lifetime for an unborn baby. You can sign the
petition here: https://spuc.org.uk/SaveTheRightToSaveLives

Alton Day of Renewal (ADoRE) Saturday 24 October 10.00-12.45 mini
conference for spiritual renewal with Mass, Adoration, praise, prophecy, and an
inspiring talk “My Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour” from Mgr John Armitage.
Please register in advance for Zoom by following this link:
bit.ly/ADOREOCT20 For more information go to the ADoRE

website www.altonrenewal.com
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS:
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew, Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan, Betty
Groves, Carole Higton, Marion Greeham, Elizabeth Evelyn, Paul Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, Margaret
Bush, Boris Mayfield, Stephen Condon, Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John de Battista, Dr Peter McErlean, Michael
Lowe, John Griffiths, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert, Karen Hulme, Theresa Tierney, JP Anglaret. John
Sutton, Mavis Bowden, Hywel Edwards, Alan Hack, Becky, Margaret Cantwell, Bob Jacques, Tim Garratt
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice.
For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and for the health care personnel who have care of them
PLEASE ALSO REMEMBER in your prayers those who have died recently: Catherine Butler and Ken Ng. May they
rest in peace
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
Diocesan Readers Workshop Online: Sr Hyacinthe is also offering a two-part workshop
for readers and potential readers on ZOOM as follows:
Saturdays 17 (workshop 1) and 24 (workshop 2) October
Saturdays 14 (workshop 1) and 21 (workshop 2) November
Register here: https://www.godwhospeaks.org/readers

THE MASS – A BIBLICAL WALKTHROUGH: St Michael’s (Leigh Park)
Bible Study Group invites you to join this highly acclaimed course at St
Michael’s, beginning this Wednesday, 16th September, at 7.30 pm. It is a fivepart DVD programme designed to help us understand the biblical foundations
of the Mass and the rituals and prayers associated with it. It will take place in
the newly cleaned church hall observing social distancing and hygiene
regulations. Participants are asked to wear face-covering. If you would like to
take part, please contact Chris Bates on chrisbates134@gmail.com

WELCOMING OUR NEIGHBOUR SCHEME:
CAN YOU HELP OUR REFUGEE INITIATIVE?
We hope to welcome in Christian love a family fleeing from one of the most
troubled places on earth. Can you help with shopping, language, currency,
medical appointments, etc., and generally helping them to settle into our
community? Contact Philip Hayllar on philiphayllar@hotmail.com or
Martina Fitzgerald on 01730264578 – email: mmtfitz@gmail.com to find out
more about the project and how you may be able to help.

COMMUNITY SERVICE VOLUNTEERS: We are pleased to take advantage of a local scheme whereby young people with
a community service notice are offering to do supervised work to help out churches
and other bodies. During October, the young people will carry out routine cleaning
and maintenance work around the church, hall and grounds such as redecorating,
painting, running repairs, weeding, gutter clearance, jet washing hard surfaces,
renovating benches, etc. We are very grateful for this service which will both provide
them with work and allow us to fulfil our responsibilities for quinquennial upkeep free
of charge.

MISSING!!

Our Jet Wash kit, normally stored in the
garden shed is no longer there! If you have borrowed it,
could you please let us know and return it as we need it for
the Community Service Volunteers to do their work.
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