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Corona Newsletter 022

Fr Jeremy Writes

The Weight of the Cross

‘Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take
up his cross and follow me”’. I suppose all of us could say with some justification, “I have my cross to
bear” whether that be a cantankerous boss, a chronic illness, an ungrateful child, an aged parent
with dementia or some other misfortune that takes a toll of us physically, psychologically and
emotionally. And, of course, these are indeed difficulties that most of us at some time in our lives
have to cope with. Our faith can be a great strength and support in these times of difficulty; we can
turn to God, Jesus, Mary or the saints and find consolation in our time of trial.
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But what if our faith is the cross we bear? What if
carrying the label ‘Christian’ subjects us to secondclass-citizen status, causes us to be ostracised, arrested,
tortured, deprived of liberty, unjustly discriminated
against, burnt out of house and home, subjected to
interrogation, even put to death? The persecution of
Christians in parts of the world is at near "genocide"
levels, according to a report ordered by the then
Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt in December 2018
following the acquittal of Asia Bibi. Bibi is a Christian woman tried for blasphemy following an
argument with Muslim women after drinking from a vessel used by them. She was found guilty
and sentenced to death by hanging by a Pakistani court before having her sentence set aside for lack
of evidence on appeal. She was eventually granted asylum in Canada.
Mr Hunt said that political correctness played a part in society’s failure to confront anti-Christian
persecution in many Western countries with a Christian heritage. A lady I was talking to the other
day told me that when she asked her boss if she could take time out of work to attend Mass on a
holyday of obligation he refused even though it mostly coincided with her lunch hour. Yet, as she
pointed out, Muslims she works with are allowed to take time out of their day to attend to their
prayers and even have a dedicated room for this in the workplace. This is absolutely right and
proper, but it seems unjust that the same concession is not extended to Christians
In 2010 A Christian nurse was moved to a desk job after refusing to remove her crucifix at work.
She also lost an industrial tribunal appeal against the decision in spite of the fact that she had worn
the crucifix, a Confirmation gift, throughout her previous thirty years as a nurse. There is also
evidence that being identified as a Christian can sometimes disqualify applicants in the jobs market.
For many Christians across the world, even in so-called Christian countries, wearing a cross or
identifying as Christian can truly become the cross they have to bear if they are to follow Jesus.
Sometimes the choice really is their faith or their job.

How to Book-in to Attend Sunday Mass
The way to book your attendance at Mass is now easier. Type the following into your browser

https://prayin.io/rio-kfm-zbu
Follow Mass with us on our YouTube channel: video.waterlooville-catholic.org.uk
DATE
SATURDAY 29th August

SUNDAY 30th August
Monday 31st August
Tuesday 1stSeptember
Wednesday 2ndSept
3rd

Thursday
Sept
Friday 4th Sept
SATURDAY 5th Sept

SUNDAY 6th Sept

TIME
11.00 am
5.30-6.00 pm
6.15 pm
10.30 am
12 noon
12 noon
7.00 pm
At All Saints,
Denmead
12 noon
10 am
9.30 am
10 am
5.30-6.00 pm
6.15 pm

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES
LITURGICAL CELEBRATION
Baptism: Dominic Cocan
Confessions
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY Year A
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY Year A
Baptism: Gia Burroughs
St Aidan & All Saints of Lindisfarne, memorial
Tuesday 22nd Week OT

MASS INTENTION
Amy Collins RIP
People of the Parish
Sean Copse RIP
Mary Doran RIP

Wednesday 22nd Week OT

Jane Rapson RIP

St Gregory the Great, Pope, feast
Rosary
St Cuthbert, Bishop, memorial
Confessions
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY Year A
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY Year A

Sara James RIP
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Kevin Kennedy RIP
The People of the Parish
John Beauvoisin RIP (FM)

Please Note: The Parish Mass this Tuesday, September 1st, will be at All
Saints, Denmead, at 7.00 pm
HELP! Please Come to the Rescue! Estimates forecast that THE PARISH HAS
LOST c. £25,000 income since the lockdown was in place. This is a very serious
situation to find ourselves in, although we are not alone. If you have not yet taken
up a Standing Order or Direct Debit payment in favour of the parish, would like
to increase your giving or would consider gift aiding your contributions, all the
necessary forms are attached as an appendix to today’s newsletter.
You can also make a donation today by going to the website
(waterlooville-catholic.org.uk) and clicking on the ‘Give As You
Live’ button to donate.

CHURCH CLEANING: We are appealing for
volunteers to help give the church a second
good clean this Tuesday September 1st at 9am.
Please just turn up in anything but your Sunday
best. PPE and cleaning materials provided.
Many thanks.

Schools News

We wish all our teachers and pupils a safe return to school this week

Pupil Place: Exceptionally, St Peter's Catholic Primary School in Waterlooville has a pupil place available

to start in Year 3 in September 2020. If you know of any family with a child who is just finishing Key Stage 1
(end of Year 2) and will be entering Year 3 in September who would want to consider a place at St Peter's,
ask them to contact Emma Pope on 023 9226 2599 or via e.pope@stpeterswaterlooville.hants.sch.uk to
arrange a visit to the school and to meet the Headteacher Mr Cunningham.

Support Staff vacancy: Finance Team Leader (Full-time, 37

hours/week, 52 weeks/year). The governors are seeking to appoint a Finance Team
Leader to join our hardworking, committed and enthusiastic team. The position is a
pivotal part of the management of the finances and other resources provided to
support the Finance Team. The role will require the successful candidates to liaise
with the Teachers and Heads of Department as well as other members of the support
staff. The successful applicant will be highly organised and possess good
interpersonal skills. A high level of practical skills, technical knowledge and
organisation ability are also essential. Closing date: Friday 4th September 2020 (noon). Interviews: Week
3

commencing 7th September 2020. Further details related to the position can be found in the Application Pack
on our website at https://www.oaklandscatholicschool.org/staff/vacancies/. Please note that the school
reserves the right to appoint at any point during the recruitment process.

The Parish Centre

is now open once again for business and bookings under the dedicated
management of Nina. She has undertaken extensive cleaning and preparation of the hall, and is
now taking bookings again and we are pleased to welcome back our old clients, many of whom have
been longing to re-start their activities. This week Slimming World successfully overcame the
obstacles and challenges presented by social-distancing regulations and held sessions for those of
us for whom lockdown has meant letting out our belts or going up a dress size or two. Nina is happy
to receive bookings and enquiries on the phone or by email – details at the top of the newsletter.

Our Student Paul Will be returning to seminary this Friday,
September 4th. I would like to thank Paul for all his hard work while he
has been with us these past six months from setting up the altar for
Mass and washing the altar linen to ironing my shirts and watering the
tomatoes, he has been a godsend, a neat and meticulous houseguest
and a good companion. He now has the second most important student
job in the seminary – Master of Ceremonies – and he has to return in
time to prepare the church for the conferral of Candidacy and Ministries
in the coming days. He also has to organise the seminary chapel to
comply with COVID restrictions. Paul will now be preparing for his
ordination to the diaconate and we hope to see him again at Christmas
if not before.
Why
not come and find out? Once again, this autumn we hope to be starting a group for
enquirers who would like to know more about what makes Catholics tick or what’s so
special about being a Christian. There is no pressure to join the Church, just a way to
gently explore the mysteries of the faith in a warm, welcoming environment. If you are
even mildly interested, please get in touch with Fr Jeremy via the parish office – details
at the top of the newsletter.

THE FOODBANK is open for donations or
collections on Mondays 9.30 to 11.30 am and
Fridays 12 to 2 pm. If you would like to help
financially, cheques are payable to: Living
Waters Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite
Close, Wecock, Waterlooville, PO8 9UJ. For
bank transfers: Sort code: 20-69-34; a/c no.
1363803

EMERGENCY HELP FOR
STRUGGLING
FAMILIES Local families struggling before the Corona
virus crisis now find themselves in an even more critical
situation. You can help them by texting 70 905 to
donate £5 or by visiting www.wave105.com/appeal.
This ‘Cash for Kids’ appeal is sponsored by Wave 105.2
FM. You can also join a Facebook group here:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105Cas
hforKids/
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The Parish Shop still has a stock of fairly-traded goods for sale. You may wish to buy some items for the
vulnerable or, alternatively, donate a sum of money which can be converted into goods to be donated to the Foodbank.
Please contact Philip Hayllar at philiphayllar@hotmail.com to arrange payment and delivery.
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS:
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew, Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan, Betty
Groves, Carole Higton, Marion Greeham, Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, Margaret Bush, Boris
Mayfield, Stephen Condon, Nicola O’Neill, Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John de Battista, Dr Peter McErlean,
Michael Lowe, Sabine Khan, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert, Ken Ng, Karen Hulme, Theresa Tierney, JP
Anglaret. John Sutton, Mavis Bowden, Hywel Edwards, Alan Hack.
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice.
For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and for the health care personnel who have care of them
PLEASE ALSO REMEMBER in your prayers those who have died recently: Melita Sullivan, Michael Coughlan,
Charles Pool and George Coleman. May they rest in peace.

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
Share Your Faith: Become a Catechist! – Full Training Provided in the Comfort of
your own Home!! The diocese is offering a five-week on-line training course for anyone wishing to
engage in helping with Children’s Liturgy, Sacramental formation for children, adult faith sharing
programmes, etc. The training will be via ZOOM meetings on-line over five Thursday beginning THIS
WEEK, Thursday 27th August from 3.30 to 5.00 pm. The course, which will be run by Sr Hyacinthe of
the Sway Dominican community, is free. To register, use this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErdOuvqj8rH939R-0n1G6B6QdInlTQbt5n
This programme will also be offered on Monday evenings at 7.30pm from September 7th for five
weeks. The link is here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIpce6qqz0iH9Msv7j7ggopwiMtN-J7RovZ

Diocesan Readers Workshop Online: Sr Hyacinthe is also offering a two-part workshop for
readers and potential readers on ZOOM as follows:
Saturdays 17 (workshop 1) and 24 (workshop 2) October
Saturdays 14 (workshop 1) and 21 (workshop 2) November
Register here: https://www.godwhospeaks.org/readers

WELCOMING OUR NEIGHBOUR SCHEME:
CAN YOU HELP OUR REFUGEE INITIATIVE?

We hope to welcome in Christian love a family fleeing from one of
the most troubled places on earth. Can you help with shopping,
language, currency, medical appointments, etc., and generally
helping them to settle into our community? Contact Philip Hayllar
on philiphayllar@hotmail.com or
Martina
Fitzgerald
on
01730264578 – email: mmtfitz@gmail.com to find out more about
the project and how you may be able to help.
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