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Fr Jeremy Writes:

‘Imagine a Sower…’

We use the word ‘broadcasting’ often these days to mean the act of sending out information
across the airwaves in some form or another to a general audience rather than a specific
person. In earlier times it was used to describe the mass dissemination of written material
by post, newspaper inserts or leaflet drop, like the junk mail we still get through our
letterboxes. But nowadays it more usually describes the dispersal of information by
electronic means. In this form it could be said that broadcasting began with the first radio
transmission by Guglielmo Marconi in 1901 though it was a Brazilian Catholic priest,
Landell de Mauro, who first successfully transmitted the human voice electronically a year
earlier. The invention of the radio followed and national bodies, like the British
Broadcasting Corporation, the oldest national broadcaster, were established, to provide a
public service to the nation through the dissemination of news and information, drama
and entertainment to inform and educate the masses. Television followed, and the internet
and social media and the rest is history.
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Given this history and usage, the original meaning of broadcasting had been largely lost
and forgotten. It refers, of course, to the scattering of seed over a wide area of ground as
opposed to drilling which is the precision placing and spacing of seeds in a row.
Broadcasting has been used since time immemorial for sowing the seeds of bulk crops
such as wheat and is what the sower in the Gospel story today is doing. At the time of
Jesus, and still in many countries today, the seed was scattered over ground whose
previous crop had been harvested before the ground was ploughed and the imprecise
method of sowing meant that often seed fell onto paths, rocky ground and into hedgerows
where its chance of germination was low. Jesus uses this popular image, which would
have been well-understood by his audience, as a hook on which to hang some important
teaching about how different people receive the word of God; later he explains the meaning
of the story to his chosen disciples. He also tells then why he speaks in parables. Those
whose hearts are touched by the Holy Spirit will see the deeper meaning of his words and
be moved to learn from his teaching; others, who are not so motivated will not be
disappointed to hear a story they can relate to from their own experience. It was the
practice of Rabbis to use many stories from popular culture to illustrate their teaching
and people passing by would stop to listen because everyone likes a good story. In a similar
way, we might idly browse the stories and articles in a magazine while waiting our turn at
the hairdresser’s, something we’ve all missed in recent months.
Mention of hairdressers brings us back to the present and how different the ‘new normal’
might look for us as a Church and as a Christian community embedded in the local
culture. This year has been ‘The Year of the Word’ and as a Church we have all been
forced by circumstance to develop new ways of keeping in touch with our faith throughout
this time of isolation and distancing. It will be important to build on these new initiatives
going into the future for our community life to survive and for God’s word to reach those
who have been moved to search for meaning in their life through the COVID crisis. God’s
word is their answer and it is incumbent on us to keep broadcasting our Christian
message and making Jesus present to them through the witness of our lives so that we
can live up to our vision of going out, empowered by the Holy Spirit, to bring people closer
to Jesus and draw them into his loving heart.
A REMINDER ABOUT ATTENDANCE AT MASS













There is no Sunday obligation
You can attend Mass in church any weekday
Masses using Sunday liturgy will be celebrated on Saturday at 6.15 pm and Sunday at 10.30 am
Attendance at these two Masses requires pre-booking via the app (see below)
No booking is required, at present, to attend weekday Masses
At all Masses the two-metre rule will be in force
Hygiene and sanitising protocols are as usual.
Please follow the directions of the ushers
The pre-recorded Sunday Mass will continue on our video channel: video.waterlooville-catholic.org.uk but the
weekday recorded Masses will cease.
Weekday Masses will be at various times to accommodate a range of availability.
Do not attend Mass if you are shielding, vulnerable, feeling unwell or displaying any flu-like symptoms

How to Use the Booking App

Booking opens about 7 days in advance of the Mass you wish to book for. To book into a Mass next
weekend (11th/12th July):
1. Copy and enter this link in your search engine: https://prayin.io
2. Enter the event code for the Mass you wish to attend. The code is case-sensitive so only use
lower case letters to book. Next weekend’s booking codes:
Saturday 18th July, 6.15 pm: mvk-tbf-jfu
Sunday 19th July, 10.30 am: xke-hoy-uzg
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3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Click ‘Go to the Registration’
The ‘event’ is shown: with the date [NB. The American convention (mm/dd/yyyy) is used]
Enter your email address as requested
Enter your full name
If you wish to enter more people in your party, click ‘add person’ and give their name(s) as
many times as necessary.
8. Click ‘Register’ – and that’s it. “Simples!”
9. Eventually you will receive an email confirming your booking.
Each week we will publish the codes for booking the following Sunday’s Masses in the newsletter.
If You Do Not Have Access to the Internet, please call this number to book:
07813 590060
1. Give your name
2. phone number
3. the Saturday or Sunday Mass you wish to attend
4. the number of people you wish to book.
Also: If you know anyone who needs to know about the opening of the church for private prayer or
about the arrangements for attendance at Mass who does not have access to the internet or receive
the newsletter, please would you help by calling them. If you have no COVID symptoms you could
print out this newsletter and then post it through the door. Thank you.
Follow Mass with us on our YouTube channel: video.waterlooville-catholic.org.uk

Private Prayer Times at Sacred Heart
The church is open for private prayer from 9am – 12 noon and from 4 – 7pm each day. Entry to the church
is through the garden and by means of the emergency exit into the narthex opposite Our Lady’s Grotto.
Note: Prayer time will be suspended when Mass is due to be celebrated.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Confessions are available half an hour before each weekday Mass and, from
next weekend, from 5.15 to 5.45. Until the new system of Mass attendance has bedded in, this will be the
pattern. Thereafter we will revert to the usual system of Confessions from 5.30-6.00 pm Saturday evenings

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES
Please note the times of the weekday Masses which vary from day to day and from week to week though we try to keep the same pattern
SUNDAY 12th July
Monday 13th July
Tuesday 14th July
Wednesday 15th July
Thursday 16th July
Friday 17th July
Saturday 18th July
SUNDAY 19th July

10.30 am
12 noon
11 am
7 pm
9.30
11.30 am
10 am

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY Year A
Monday, Week 15 in Ordinary Time
Funeral: Garry Negus (no Mass)
Tuesday, Week 15 in Ordinary Time
St Peter’s School Leavers (at school)
St Swithun, memorial
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, opt. memorial

12 noon
2 pm
5.15-5.45 pm
6.15 pm
10.30 am

St Bonaventure, memorial
Confirmation Mass
Confessions
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY Year A
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY Year A

The People of the Parish
Dec’d members of Lodrick family

Marjorie Rear RIP
School Leavers
Damian Whitfield RIP
Dorothy & David May (6oth
Wedding)
Dec’d members of Wilson family

Confirmandi
The People of the Parish
Pat Horrocks RIP

AS A PARISH WE ARE LOSING AROUND £5000 A MONTH because

of the Corona Virus pandemic.
Can you please think of helping our parish recoup some of the funds
we are losing by going to the website (waterlooville-catholic.org.uk)
and clicking on the ‘Give As You Live’ button to donate. It’s ever so easy
and it’s fun! Try it – and try it again – and get your family and friends to
try it – and anyone you can think of – and save us from drowning in
debt.
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NEWS FROM ST. PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL

“Walking hand in hand with God to make our world a better place”

Over the past two weeks, we have been hosting “Keeping in Touch” meetings at St Peter’s for pupils whose year groups
have not been permitted to return to school in June and July. Sadly, pupils in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 have yet to be given
the green light from the government to return to the classroom, so we had to make alternative arrangements. For an
hour, class teachers have met groups of 4 friends in school for a catch up chat, some craft activities and some story
time. The children were full of news for their teachers, and so keen to socialise that at times the teacher simply stood
back and let the conversation flow amongst the pupils. Even with calls home from staff, and face time meetings with
friends, there’s nothing better than personal (but distanced) contact, and over the past fortnight over 180 St Peter’s
pupils have had the chance of a re-acquaint visit to school. A great word of thanks must go not just to the teachers
who hosted the visits, but also the classroom support staff who have covered lessons so that staff were released for
the visits. Thanks especially must to the office staff at St Peter’s who work tirelessly to make such arrangements work
for all concerned. I’ve always known that the entire staff at St Peter’s work together as a brilliant team, and these past
4 months have done nothing but confirm that well established fact. On behalf of the families at St Peter’s, may I
publicly thank the office, and also the catering and site staff, for all they do to keep the school running so smoothly
week after week.

Richard Cunningham, Headteacher
THE FOODBANK is open for donations or collections on Mondays 9.30 to 11.30 am and Fridays 12 to 2 pm.
If you would like to help financially, cheques are payable to: Living Waters Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite
Close, Wecock, Waterlooville, PO8 9UJ. For bank transfers: Sort code: 20-69-34; a/c no. 1363803
EMERGENCY HELP FOR STRUGGLING FAMILIES Local families struggling
before the Corona virus crisis now find themselves in an even more critical
situation. You can help them by texting 70 905 to donate £5 or by visiting
www.wave105.com/appeal. This ‘Cash for Kids’ appeal is sponsored by Wave
105.2
FM.
You
can
also
join
a
Facebook
group
here:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105CashforKids/
Going into Hospital? If you or one of your family is going into hospital please ensure that the Catholic Chaplaincy
at the hospital is informed so that the inpatient can receive appropriate care. At the moment, access to patients in hospital
is restricted and the chaplain may be the only person outside the strictly medical staff who can be in contact and who can
supply the consolation of sacramental and pastoral care to relieve busy ward staff. Your relative will then receive regular
visits from Fr Daniel, Fr Rob or Fr Phil during their stay. You can also keep in touch with the occasional phone call to
the ward but please be conscious of the workload of staff at this hectic period for front line health personnel. To contact
the chaplain’s office call 02392 286408 (or through the main switchboard 02392 286000). You can also email at
chaplaincyservices@porthosp.nhs.uk
EVER BEEN HAD? Scam #5: Investment Scams. These usually begin with someone contacting you by

email, phone or text message, though they can also come through social media and online ads. The scam
could involve an investment that doesn’t exist. You will be told it is a fabulous one-off opportunity and you
have been specially chosen to benefit from it, but you need to act fast as the offer is time-limited and
investment is at a low-price that offers incredibly beneficial returns. It could include buying gold, wine or
overseas properties which don’t exist, or land which, at the moment is cheap but which is in a prime location
for development and which you will be able to sell at an astronomical profit to a developer. You are asked
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for your bank details and must act quickly. If in doubt, phone the Which? Money Helpline on 029 2267 0001
or speak to an independent financial adviser.
The Parish Shop still has a stock of fairly-traded goods for sale. You may wish to buy some items for the
vulnerable or, alternatively, donate a sum of money which can be converted into goods to be donated to the Foodbank.
Please contact Philip Hayllar at philiphayllar@hotmail.com to arrange payment and delivery.
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS:
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew, Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan, Betty
Groves, Carole Higton, Marion Greeham, Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, Margaret Bush, Boris
Mayfield, Stephen Condon, Nicola O’Neill, Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John DeBattista, Dr Peter McErlean,
Michael Lowe, Sabine Khan, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert, Ken Ng, Karen Hulme, Mary Brown, Theresa
Tierney, JP Anglaret. John Sutton, Mavis Bowden, George Coleman.
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice.
For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and for the health care personnel who have care of them

SUPPORT FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY CORONAVIRUS ISSUES
If you have problems arising from the corona virus epidemic and need a sympathetic and trained
counsellor to talk to, the diocese is providing a phone service to help, listen, pray and be a
sympathetic ear. The service is for people over the age of 18 and there is special provision for key
workers. Here is the link on the diocesan website:
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/prayer-support

Marriage Care Volunteers needed: Could it be you? ‘The harvest is rich but the
labourers are few’ Broken relationships are extremely painful and can affect the wider family and friends.
Marriage Care is a Catholic organisation providing marriage preparation and relationship counselling support
for couples across England and Wales. Our Portsmouth centre is looking for someone with experience of team
management to support our current Head of Centre working with our local team in delivering vital relationship
support services. If you want to be part of a friendly team making a real difference in your community, please
enquire. For more information you can visit us at: www.marriagecare.org.uk.

Job Opportunities – Oaklands School
Assistant
Business
Manager.
The
Governors are seeking to appoint an Assistant School
Business Manager to join our hardworking,
committed and enthusiastic team and to assist the
Director of Business and Finance in the smooth
running of the support functions of the Academy.
This will be a key position within the School, which
will bring the opportunity of further development
into the full spectrum of School Business
Management responsibilities. We are excited to offer
this new position. The Governors are looking for
someone who either already has Finance,
Administration
and
Facilities
management
experience or who has experience and already has a
Level 3 qualification in Finance or Facilities
management and is looking to obtain qualifications and build experience in the other areas of School Business
Management. The school is happy to provide the required training and development opportunity for the right candidate
leading towards completion of a Level 4 or 5 qualification in School Business Management. This will be dependent on
previous experience and the level of qualifications already held. Closing Date: Friday 17th July 2020 at 12 noon. Proposed
Interviews: week commencing 20th July 2020
Student Services Assistant (28.5 hours a week, term-time only) The Governors are seeking to appoint
a Student Services Assistant to join our hardworking, committed and enthusiastic Student Services team to provide
student support and first aid services to students in accordance with current regulations and best practice. The Governors
are looking for someone who ideally already has experience of working in a school environment, but this is not essential
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as full training would be provided for the right candidate. For full details of this role please open and read the Information
Pack below on our website: https://www.oaklandscatholicschool.org/staff/vacancies/
Closing Date: Friday 17th July 2020 at 12 noon. Proposed Interviews: week commencing 20th July 2020 For more
information on both posts or to apply please visit our website: https://www.oaklandscatholicschool.org/staff/vacancies/

This Week’s Celebrations
Congratulations and welcome to Matthew Creamer who is to be baptised into the Catholic Church
at Saturday evening Mass this weekend, and to Philip Udoh snr. Who will be welcomed into the
full communion of the Catholic Church at Mass on Sunday morning. Both Matthew and Philip’s
journey of faith was interrupted by the Corona virus lockdown. This weekend’s ceremonies should
have been performed at the Easter Vigil, but I hope the wait has been worthwhile. Please remember
them both in your prayers.
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